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AND HATSUMI NANASE” 75 


TRAVELING BONUS MANGA 175 





YOU/RE 
STANDING 


; AWFULLY 
I DON’T CLOSE 


SEE WHY | \ 
SEE WEY few TO ME. 
PROBLEM. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































YESTERDAY, 























YOU SAID 
YOU WERE 
y BUT YOU GOING TO DO 
TACKLED HER, SOMETHING 
AND THEN ABOUT STEEL 
SHE REVIVED. LADY 
AND WHEN NANASE. 
KURGO-KUN 
BROKE 
HER NECK, 
SHE S7/LL 


REVIVED. 










WHAT 
1S SHE 
ANYWAY? 











au 


t HI 


{} 


= 
Sas 















5 ee ‘ 
cz Lf 9 ote A bE 
ELIF eek | 
II LLL TPA 















IS IT 








POSSIBLE SHE'S A 
Bie y MONSTER. 
HERP 








I KNOW 
THAT. 
LET ME 

REPHRASE. 

















BUT I’LL 

NEED 

YOUR 

I CALLED HELP, 

YOU HERE SAKI- 

TONIGHT SAN. 

TO 
DISCUSS 
THAT VERY 
THING. 


LADY NANASE 
ISN’T YOUR 
NORMAL, 
GARDEN 
VARIETY 
SPECTRE. 























SHE WAS 
CREATED BY 
THE FANTASIES 
AND DESIRES 
OF HUMANS 
LIVING IN 
THE MODERN 
AGE. 



























































STARING AT 
YOUR EXx- 
GIRLFRIEND’S 
BACK WHEN 
YOUR CURRENT 
GIRLFRIEND 
IS RIGHT HERE 
BESIDE YOU? 



























































oo “’S SHE 
— GETTING © 
ENOUGH 
TO EATP” 



































BUT LOOK 
AT THAT 
BEAUTIFUL 

WAISTLINE.” 



















































































YOU REALLY Yee: s 
DO KNOW 2225 i {1 | tee 
Ly JA \ 







ME. THAT’S = sy 
ee ey 
WHAT I WAS fg 
ET IS WHAT |, 
THINKING. EEX "Youre ( jA 
see THINKING, Le> 
cc) I CAN SEE 
IT IN YOUR 








































AND WHAT 
MAKES YOU 
THINK YOU || 
CAN GET AWAY | | 
WITH THAT || 
ATTITUDE 
AFTER 
ABANDONING 
YOUR 
GIRLFRIEND 
FOR AN ENTIRE 


OH, THAT 
WAS YOUP 
I THOUGHT 

IT WAS A 
SPAMBOT. 








































BUT I THAT 
DESIREA CERTAINLY 
DIFFERENT |S A FACT, 
KIND OF 
CLOSENESS. 
SOMETHING 
‘ SWEETER. A 











































































MAYBE 
I’M OFF-BASE 








HERE, BUT... 











ARE YOU STILL 














AFRAID TO 











EAT BEEF OR 























FISHP 





































































I’M 
STARTING 
O 


T 
OVERCOME 
THAT. 









I’M ONLY 


K\ OF WORK. 














IT’S NOT 
LIKE KURO- 
KUN ENDED 

UP THIS WAY 

BECAUSE HE 

WANTED TO. 





SAID IT’S 
NOT YOUR 
FAULT. 















sees s | ool LES : WE BROKE 









Wr LS BE M ORE 
| 4 , | Sh 7 a x a I 
| | cr \ SS aa 
| | ket 


tt y 
Secceeeee a N N \ 






































































am | | BUT I’M 
SURPRISINGLY 
CALM ABOUT 
THIS. I | 
WONDER IF I 
\ HAVE HER TO 
et THANK FOR 




























AN 
\ N 





























| WHEN 
YOU WERE 
_ | FIGHTING 
\. /. STEEL LADY 
A\\\\| NANASE BACK 
| THERE, WAS 


\ 
“\-—\\\ IT BECAUSE 


e 





ORDERED 
YOU TOP 


BECAUSE 
OF A PHONE 
BUTI GALL FROM 
DIDN'T = |WANAGA 
MEAN TO 


RUN INTO 
_ STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 
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BUT THERE'S 
STILL A 
LOT ABOUT 
HER THAT 
I CAN'T 





AFTER 

I GOT 

TO THE 
STATION, 

I HEADED 
FOR 
IWANAGA’S 

HOTEL... £ 


we WHEN 
A GOBLIN 
CAT CAME 
TO ME 
FOR HELP 
STEELLADY | = w 
i NANASE of 


1. \y ey 






































































































































+} 


G7 BUT SINCE 
WaNeGr, (yee 
STARTED EO O 


7 : DRAGGING AyoiD ME LIKE 


ae ME AROLIND 
Ne abs, MAKING Me. [HE PLAGUE, 


HELP HER 
“4 SOLVE 
fa. SUPERNATURAL 
PROBLEMS.. - 





























we L’VE BEEN 
GETTING A NEW 
REPUTATION. 


‘HE’LL 
EVEN LISTEN 
TO OUR 
TROUBLES 
WHEN OUR 
LADY ISN’T 
AROUND.” 


‘OUR ‘LADY OF 
ONE EYE AND 
ONE LEG’ HAS A 
TIGHT LEASH ON 
HIM. HE WON‘T 
DO ANYTHING 


TOO CRAZY.” £ os 
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LAN 


“ S| 
a yS 
. 


3 = aS 


THERE 
WASN’T TIME 
TO CALL 
IWANAGA, SO 
I WENT TO 
FIND STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
WITHOUT 


NOW THEY’VE 
ACTUALLY 
STARTED 

COMING TO 




















I DIDN‘T 
KNOW THAT 
SENPAI HAD 

ALREADY 

ARRIVED 

THERE. 








SOA 
WANDERING 
GHOST TOLD 
ME, AND I 
RAN OFF TO 
THE SAME 
LOCATION. 


SPECTRES THAT 






















MEANWHILE, 
I HAD SPREAD 
THE WORD 
AMONG THE 








THEY WERE TO 
REPORT TO 
ME THE VERY 

SECOND 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE WAS 

SIGHTED. 
























































BUT I 
DON’T 
LIKE THEM 
ACTING 
LIKE I’M 
THEIR GO- 
TO GUY 
FOR HELP, 
EITHER. 


JUST 
LOOKING AFTER SHE 
AT ME IS TOUCHED 


SUPPOSED ME. 


wY/| TO STRIKE 

gd : FEAR INTO 
REACT m THE HEARTS 

AT ALL, 2 2860OF YOKAI 


. \ Nae AND 
AND THAT GHOSTS. 


WELL, 
GOOD FOR 
YOU. WITH 
YOUR NEW 
REPUTATION, 
THE KAPPA 
WON'T RUN 
AWAY FROM 
YOU NEXT 
TIME. 












































IN THE EYES 


‘ Gav OF INHUMAN 
SOME OF THEM a CREATURES, 


WOULD RAMBLE : i YOU'RE A MIX 


ONINATERRIFIED \ de > an! OD acces Arte, 
DELIRIUM ABOUT | NAS ES owpy str an OF HUMAN 
AN IMPOSSIBLE (ERR, ci, sinister \ERMA 
AMALGAMATION nn. ‘ SOUR e UE 

THAT REEKED 
OF BOTH A FISH MESS. OR SO 
MARKET AND : THEY TELL ME. 


APPARENTLY, 
HE’S A 
MONSTER 
EVEN BY 
MONSTER 
STANDARDS. 





























~ DESPITE 
7 ALL THAT, ALL 
STEEL RIGHT, 


LADY  jIwWANAGA- 
NANASE SAN. 


























YOU SAID 


SHE WAS A jy \aa , 
“MONSTER SIVAN | eS 
OF THE 2) \ Ni 
IMAGINATION.” 
WHAT DOES 
THAT MEANP 











































YES. LET’S 























START BY 
TALKING 
I DIDN'T ABOUT WHAT 
MEAN TO STEEL LADY 
TELL HER THIS NANASE IS. 
MUCH, BUT 
NOW THERE’S 


NO AVOIDING 
IT. 























HON iQ M 
NEITHER AQ iE 










































. Me f E. E: yy AG ys 
|| 'BEEN CARRIED Ss JS Y) 
| AWAY, By \—ie 
igs IMENTAL te . 
| : 
Bur 
I\MUST_\. 
MAINTAIN “ 
CONSTANT 
VIGILANCE. 
























































s tars 


|, as 
NOW THAT 
IT’S COME TO 
THIS, I WitL 
MAKE SAKI-SAN 
UNDERSTAND 
EXACTLY HOW 
DIFFERENT HER 
WORLD IS FROM 
OURS BY TELLING 
HER AS MUCH 
Wy OF THE TRUTH 
u AS I CAN. 


\ M$ hy 


™ece 











I WitL FORCE 
HER TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE CHASM 
BETWEEN US/ 


AMONG ALL 

THE YSKAI, 

MONSTERS, 
GHOSTS, 


SPOOKS, 
MORE THAN AND URBAN 


A FEW ARE LEGEND 
MONSTERS  pHANTOMS 


|| OF TH KNOWN T 
\imaGination. “WAN, > 


hee 


Amie = (Es 
r\ | , 
ys 





‘Al WOMAIN 
IN A SURGICAL 
MASK CAME UP 
TO ME, AND SHE 
LOOKED KINDA 
S/CK. SO I GOT 
CREEPED OUT 

AND RAN 

AWAY.” 
































IF THAT 
THE STORY = EEE : | oe AND 
WOULDN’/T —sfiesee” | THEN THEIR 
BE ALL THAT Fe" | < FRIEND ne 
INTEREST- F RESPONDS... 
ING... fesse 








“WHEN IT \\ sno |e 


LOOKED Ree Se = 
CLOSER, I 
COULD SEE 























‘\Y / 
Piers I. «THAT UNDER 
TERRIFYING!” GOT SO HER MASK, 





SCARED, HER MOUTH 
I RAN! WAS SLIT 
BUT SHE OPEN... 
CHASED 
AFTER 
ME AT 
LIGHTNING 
SPEED!” 
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OOO xy 
STi 
TIyvY QQ 
VA GOS 
woes 
Kt vA) 


EVENTUALLY, 
THE STORY 
SPREADS BY 


Uy 
ek 
Os 
ty Ww 
ee 
K 


TH. 


WORD OF 
MOU 


Y, 


COUNTR 


A YOUNG‘ 
WOMAN WITH 
A MASK... 


SHE ASKS, “AM 
I PRETTYP” 





IT’S A 
LENGTHY 
OF WORDS 
WITH NO 
POWER OR 
PHYSICAL 
FORM 


a) 


re 


em 
ae 


PS, 


sed 


be 
ageoonedl 


AN 





witb 


whch 





At) 
: OOK 
{ On: 


RATS. 





a 


god 


'OOKR GS 


ERR Hy 


co 


ORNXOORRS. 





Ska 
ies 
on 


Sb os 


ey 
pea 
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Ree! 





my 
wale 


S>eee 
ange 
agg 


ae 
pee 


re 


he 
KOR 
pe 
wedoaRee 
e 
Bhoawsy 
i] 


iy 
iw 


aeo8! tecs 





ihm 
za 
AB ng, 
i. 
ee 


adbaees 


Td 
io 


abbbeae 
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an 


ey 


tesa 
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Braves 
Q 


- 


RES. 


‘a! 


oamsonadss: 


2 a8 
aa 


AN 
3 


ESL LE 


vasa Bice 


gpl! 
ayromell 


es, 


oo 


i 2859. 


axe) eco, 


ae 





er 


ohEhwoe 
BRUTY 
wonall 


¢ 


SRRODN. 


eoang, 
woul 


et 
greed 


yy ‘d 


SRZESSHED, 


Ra 


38 ell 








xs 
i 
«gel 


Rs 


ab 





Bs Be 
fprecos 


edhe 


"Se ge 


Ba, 
ag 
Brits 





T. AT THIS 
COLLECTION 


A Me a= 
oie 4 i val 
mani ager 

me 


fo og AS 


oBkxdoe. 


1SO THEY 
EMBELLISH IT 
WITH A LIE LIKE 


MOUTH... 


JUST A PIECE 
OF FICTION. 


THA 
POINT, IT’S STILL 





THE MASK, H 


ARRODARRDE 
4 
Phe 3B ies 


i e ae 


Be Banco 





E ' 


| 


THEN? 
NOTHING 


er 


IS GIVEN 
Al NAME. 


THE 
PROBLEM 
IS WHEN IT 





cpp ot 


goo 
- 


sR2UV: 


“O 


i 





gpl 
igs 


Re, 


pK: 
i. 





“i 
ao 


Bans. 


a" 


WHERE! 


Ch 


baat! 


Ad 


te 






























NS) L IT- 
MOUTH |: 
WOMA ge F gee ar 





A NAME THAT 
EXPRESSES THE 




























WHOLE LEGEND, 
THAT SINGLE Sear oie 
: GENERAL SHAPE 
jf _NAME TAKES 
4 IN JUST ONE 
af ALL THE VAGUE PHRASE 
{| RAMBLINGS, 
PUTS THEM 
TOGETHER, AND 
FORMS THEM 2 
INTO ONE 


SOLID IDEA. 


SUITeMOUTE! 








ee 
SRR 
Pond 
SARA 
Parry 
Pa 
aa 
eee 
Pee 
Ey 















OH, I 
























KNOW I HEARD A 
THAT ONE. REALLY SCARY 
THE SLIT- RUMOR/ A 

MOUTH WOMAN WITH A 

WOMAN, SLIT MOUTH WILL 

RIGHTP A =\ COME AFTER YOU 

WITH A SICKLE... 





D i) 





































FICTION 
THAT HAS HUMAN-FACEL 
BEEN GIVEN DO 
BUAeE IT’S THE 
NAME THAT 
FORMS 
THAT IMAGE 
IN EACH 
INDIVIDUAL’S 


MIND. 







+ PASSES 
THROUGH 
THE MINDS OF 
THOUSANDS, 
TENS OF 
THOUSANDS, 
HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS OF 

PEOPLE, 
AIND TAKES 
AIND ROOT. 
SOMETIMES, 
LITTLE BY 
LITTLE, IT 16 
GIVEN FLESH 
AND GAINS 
Ai PHYSICAL 
FORM. 





wiT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE 
SOMETHING 
FROM 
OCCULT 
LITERATURE 
OR A 
HORROR 
you MOVIE. 
EXPECT ME 
TO BELIEVE 
STUFF 
LIKE THAT 
HAPPENS 
EVERY DAYP 


I’D LIKE MY 
DAILY LIFE 
TO BE MORE 
TRUSTWORTHY, 
MORE 
IEF WHAT PREDICTABLE. 


YOU SAY 
IS TRUE, 
THEN NEW 
YSKAI AND 
MONSTERS 
COULD COME 
TO LIFE AT 
ANY GIVEN 
MOMENT. 


























AND 
THAT’S 
HOW HUMFIN 
IMAGINATION 
CAIN GIVE 
LIFE TO 
MONSTERS. 


SAYS THE 
WOMAN 
WHO’S SEEN A 
KAPPA AND A 
GHOST? 








ay 
| 1 200M 
: ; 7 












ARE YOU 
| SAYING THAT, 
Mie OAR GIVEN THE 
ee (| f % CHANCE, MOVIE 
oN - AND VIDEO 
» GAME 
8 CHARACTERS 
COULD COME ES 
TO LIFEP , 




















eosenesenenesejosecscenenecssssees, 


BOK 
ovevorerecn #iele ls scsce. #0 0 elere.e, 
enereresenee?. 







PEOPLE 
KNOW THEY’RE 
FICTIONAL FROM 
THE BEGINNING, 
AND THEY SPREAD 
AS FICTION. 














AS LONG 
AS PEOPLE’S 
IMAGINATIONS 
DON’T LEAD THEM 
TO THINK “THAT 
MIGHT REALLY 
EXIST,” THE FICTION 
WON'T GAIN 
FLESH. 























































T HEARD 
SOMEONE \ 
SAW SLIT- BAe: 
SLIT- MOUTH 
MOUTH WOMAN 
ee NEAR OUR 
/ 
era SCHOOL: ju 
STORY. ee Se 
= | CONTRARI- 
j WISE, IF 
MOST PEOPLE 
oy QUESTION 
ee IT | SOMETHING’S 


DOESN’T EXISTENCE, 
MATTER 
HOW WELL- 
KNOWN ITS 
NAME OR 
HOW CLEAR 
ITS FORM— 
































































































HUMAN- \ = 
FACED 
DOGS 
ARE 
WHAT'S 
HOT le I KNEW 
NOW! [SOMETHING Ye 
WAS OFFAS ft 
a SOON AS I 
& HEARD YOU 
HAD TO SAY . 
“POMADE” —} \ 
| TO RUN HER \ —— _ 
| 
| 









































ime 
i 
| 









AND IF IT 
ALREADY HAS A 
LIFE OF ITS OWN, 
IT LOSES MOST 
























BECAUSE OF ITS POWER 
IT WAS. AND EVENTUALLY 
IF THERES BY THE eee ; 
NOT HUMAN 






ENOUGH _|MAGINA- 
IMAGINATION TION, 

TO FUEL IT, 

OR IF THE 
IMAGINATION 
WEAKENS, IT 

LOSES ITS 

PHYSICAL 
FORM, JUST 
LIKE THAT. 















Wh 
Hh 


i) 


Mal 






26 






EXCEPT ON 
VERY RARE 
OCCASIONS, 
NEW YSKAI AND 





























































































IT’S NOT 
EASY FOR 

3 RUMORS TO 

—_ , TAKE ROOT IN 
Ry" i THE MINDS OF 
ve HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS 

OF PEOPLE. 





























EVEN IF 
A LOT OF 
PEOPLE DO 
CONSIDER THE 
ITHAS STORY, ALOT 
TO BE OF THEM WILL 
TOLD DOUBT ITS 

AGAIN AND LIKELI- 

AGAIN, AND HOOD. 
QUESTIONED 
AGAIN AND 


we BEFORE 
IT FINALLY 


INTO A 
PHYSICAL 
MANIFES- 
TATION. 




















Sy 





FURTHERMORE, 
IF ONE OF THESE 

THINGS DOES 
MANAGE TO TAKE 
FORM, IT WILL BE 
EVEN MORE TIME 
BEFORE IT GAINS 
KNOWLEDGE OR 
INTELLIGENCE, LET 
ALONE PHYSICAL 

STRENGTH. 





ixe 
a0 N-- a 
NOD eh Uns LZ 
pl g' 


Ze 














THE TIME IT 
TAKES FOR 
j A STORY TO 
oe BECOME A 
£7 people NEw oS OR 
a MONSTER IS 
HAVE TO TELL Oe 


STORIES 
ABOUT THEM CENTURIES. 


AND BELIEVE | 
IN THEM FOR | o™ 


EVEN IF THEY 
GAIN POPULARITY 


AND MANIFEST a 
FOR A WHILE, ma LISUALLY 
THEY’RE VERY le IMAGINARY 
FRAGILE THINGS ae MONSTERS 
THAT SOON cS <7 ARE NOTHING 
FADE AWRY. = TO BE 
i ae AFRAID OF 





GR " 


ai x 





SLIT-MOUTH 
WOMAN AND THE 
HUMAN-FACED 
DOG MAY HAVE 
SUCCEEDED IN 
CAUSING SOME 
REPUTATIONAL 


DAMAGE... 


i BUT IN 
THE END, 
THEY FADED 
AWAY WITH- 
OUT EVER 
CAUSING 
ANY DIRECT 





























I’M 
SURE 
THAT’S 
JUST 
THE WAY 
THINGS 
AIRE. 









THIS 
WORLD 
THERE’S ISN'T AS 
SOME KIND OF STABLE 
ENERGY THAT AS WE 
BUILDS UP IN THINK. 
PLACES, THAT 
CAN TWIST 
LOGIC, CAHN 
BE ANYTHING, 
CHANGE INTO 
ANYTHING. 


OR MAYBE 
“THE OTHER- lg re ENERGY 
WORLDLY” : iy is i GATHERS 
ARE BEINGS eee NAY Is : AROUND 
BORN FROM SR Yn rg BN THAT NAME— 
INSIDE THAT BE y | THAT CORE— 
ENERGY, = yw P Ves IT PRODUCES 
- A PHYSICAL 











IF YOU 
WERE TO 
GO BHCK A 
THOUSAND, 
Two 
THOUSAND 
YEARS, | 
“| OREVEN | 
Pe MORE YEARS, Hes agar rce wre 
| MAYBE ALL lon 
| YORKAI AND 
| SPECTRES.., 
































1 CAN BE 
TRACED 
BACK TO 
HUMAN 
IMAGINA- 
TION. 























BUT IT 
HASN’T EVEN 
BEEN A YEAR 
SINCE KARIN 
NANASE DIED 


BUT 
EVEN SO, 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
IS TOO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHAT 
YOU’RE 
TELLING 
ME. 


SO I CAN’T 
DENY THAT 
THE HUMAN 


IMAGINATION 
COULD CREATE 


A MONSTER. 

















KNOW THAT 
GHOSTS 
AND YOKAI 
DO EXIST. 























SHE 
HAS BEEN 
GIVEN 
THE NAME 
“STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE”... 


wn ALONG 


m= WITH A VERY 


DISTINCT 
IMAGE— THE 
























SHE MAY 

BE BIG ON THE 
INTERNET, BLIT 

SHE’S NOT 

MAINSTREAM 

ENOLIGH TO HAVE 
TAKEN ROOT IN 

THE MINDS OF 

f UNDREDS OF 

g@ AND YET THOUSANDS 


SHE HAS A 
= PHYSicAL OF PEOPLE. 


FORM AND 
ENOUGH 

STRENGTH 

TO KILL 

PEOPLE. 










































GENERALLY, 











SHE’S IN- 


IMAGINARY EeEDIELy 
MONSTERS SaRICE 

NORMALLY, ARE NOTHING A R- 

EVEN IF SHE TO BE OUSs. 


HAD TAKEN AFRAID OF. 
PHYSICAL 
FORM, SHE 
WOULD HAVE 
DISAPPEARED 
SOON THERE- 




















WHY DID 
SHE TAKE 
PHYSICAL 
FORM LESS 

THAN A YEAR 

AFTER KARIN | | 

NANASE’S | Mek 

DeatHe /* | eo 


ae 


BUT THE 
STORY WAS 


ONLY PICKED 
UP BY A SMALL 
SECTION OF 
THE MEDIA 


manAWRNPPOE IA $48 ESTAa dt% Woes FEaME ESSA ET INS S4St 
Ftp tee teeterett oe pee terepeereeetses 
l eee 


PEOPLE 
ARE ONLY 
REALLY 
TALKING 
ABOUT HER 
ON THE 

INTERNE 





E. 
YOU TAKE 
Al RUMOR, 
THAT WOULD 
USUALLY 
TAKE TIME 


0 
Wy 
van 
es 

&t 


MAKE THAT 
POSSI/BL 


SHOW 
OF 


ITTOA 


ert 


BUNCH TO SPREAD, 


REEEPESS 


Saatant ees ered 


Btn: 
peneetitt 





GATHER 
THEM 
INTO ONE 
PLACEP 
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(File (€ 















































































































































THE 























INTERNET 























CAN SEND 




















INFORMATION 























ACROSS THE 




















CAN BE USED 
TO GATHER 
AN ENDLESS 
AMOUNT OF 

VARYING IDEAS 
INTO ONE 
PLACE. 





WORLD IN 





|}| ACCESSED BY 


LESS THAN A 
SECOND. 




































































IT CAN BE 









































BILLIONS. 

































































THAT SITE 
IS WHY HER 
NAME AND 
DESCRIPTION 
HAVE BEEN 
DEFINED AND 
DISSEMINATED 
AT SUCH AN 
ALARMING 
RATE. YOU KNOW 
OF ITP THAT 
WILL MAKE 
THIS EASIER. 


RUMORS 
AREN‘T 
ENOUGH 


FURTHER- 
MORE, THAT 
ILLUSTRA- 


TO CREATE 
SUCH A 
CLEAR 
PICTURE. 


IT TAKES 
TIME FOR 
EVERYONE’S 
MENTAL IMAGE 
TO FUSE INTO 
ONE, BUT THAT 
PAINTING LET 
IT HAPPEN 
INSTANTLY. 



































AND THE 








































































































































































































































































































IMAGINATIVE 
ENERGY OF 
PEOPLE ACROSS 
THE NATION IFA 
THEN ACCUMULATES [= DISTINCT 
SOME- INTHE SAME [== NAME AND 
THING THAT PLACE, DAY [2 IMAGE 
NORMALLY AFTER DAY, 8 SPREAD THAT 
WOULD NEED QUICKLY... 
YEARS TO ¢ ; 
TAKE FORM - : 
CAN DO IT IN 4 ‘ 
AMATTER OF ===! 














































































MONTHS. 




































































































































































SAKI-SAN, 
DO YOU 
REMEMBER 
THAT 
ILLUSTRATION 
FROM THE 


OF THE TOP PAGE... 


ABOUT THAT 
ss ILLUSTRA- 
THEY WERE = TION AND 
— IDENTICAL THE STEEL 
Ff) INEVERY LADY 
: || _DETAIL, NANASE WE 
— {| DON’TYOU JUST SAW. 
 - Bi  AGREEP 








HERE WE 
HAVE A GHOST— 
PEOPLE ONLY 
KNOW WHAT SHE 
LOOKS LIKE 
FROM RUMORS, 
WITHOUT A DECENT 
TESTIMONY TO 


DO YOU 
THINK you~ —- BE HEARD. 


COULD 
PRODUCE AN 
EXACT LIKE- 
NESS BASED 

ON THAT 
INFORMATION? 










ee 
_ 


ee 


OF COURSE 
YOU COULDN'T. 
IT HAPPENED 
THE OTHER WAY 
AROUND. 


GHOST 
TOOK THAT 
SPECIFIC 


FORM 
BECAUSE 
THAT 
- Same /LLUSTRATION 
ee AS CREATED 


THAT IMAGE 
OF STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
IN SO MANY 
PEOPLE'S 
MINDS. 


wsNOW 
THAT YOU 
MENTION 

IT, YES. 






ILLUS- 


TRATION 
WASNT 
DRAWN 

BASED ON 

STORIES 


OF THE 
GHOST. 





















































































AN IDOL 
DIES AN 
UNTIMELY 
DEATH AND 
REAPPEARS 
ASA 
































YOU HEAR 
IT SO OFTEN 
IT’S A CLICHE 

NOW. 





AND YET 























A SINGLE 
1» MOBILIZED WEBSITE HAS 
PEOPLE : COLLECTED 
ACROSS THE (Lox ALL THIS 
COUNTRY TO oe INFORMA- 
POST ABOUT 
HER, AND SO 


HAS CREATED 
A MONSTER. 





THE WIKI | Jia wa IT’S ALL 
aN BACK- 





















































































































































SAY THAT 
THIS VERY 
SITE... 
























































































































































YOU CAN 
CUT OFF HER 
HEAD, GOUGE 
OUT HER HEART, 
KILL HER AS 
MANY TIMES AS 
YOU WANT, AND 
SHE’LL JUST 
COME BACK. 


HER LIFE 
ISN’T 
IN HER 
THERE BODY. 
ARE 
OUTSIDE 
DESIRES 
GIVING 
HER SHAPE 
AND SUB- 
STANCE. 


A MONSTER 
OF THE 
IMAGINATION 
AS LONG IS FUELED BY 
AS THAT THE POWER 
IMAGINATION OF IMAGINA- 
PERPETUATES TION. 
FANTASIES 
ABOUT HER, AS 
LONG AS PEOPLE 
CONSTANTLY 
HOPE FOR HER 
TO BE REAL, 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE WILL BE 
IMMORTAL. 





ERGO, 
SHE HAS 
NO INTEL- 
SHEIS AN  =LECTUAL 
AUTOMATON,  FACUL- 
| MOVING TIES. 
ACCORDING 
_\}TO THE WISHES 
OF THOSE 
WHO IMAGINE 





























THERE IS 
A CLEAR 
DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN HER 
AND PROPER 
YSOKAI AND 
GHOSTS. 


IS THAT 
POS- 
SIBLEP 







































1 AND 
THAT WILL 
BE ALL, AS 

FAR AS 
WHAT I’M 
GOING TO 
TELL SAKI- 

AN. 





























































i HE’S AS 
SCRAWNY 


\ AS EVER. 


IWANAGA, § 

ARE YOU 

y LISTENING 
TO MEP , 7 


J wa? 
VP ier 










SUR 




















CAPTIVATED 
BY YOUR 
COLLAR- 







































































IF WE COULD 
WAIT FOR THE 
RUMORS TO DIE 
DOWN, SHE WOULD 
GROW WERKER 
AND LOSE HER 
IMMORTALITY, BUT 
WE CAN’T. 
















































































































































































TO DEFEAT 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE, 
OUR ONLY 
OPTION IS 
TO USE THIS 
SITE. 


IF IT’S HUMAN 
IMAGINATION 
THAT’S MAKING 
HER IMMORTAL, 
WE'LL JUST 
HAVE TO 
CONQUER THAT 
IMAIGINATION. 








I DIDN‘T 
COUNT ON AN 
IMAGINARY 
I’VE MONSTER 
SEEN THE GETTING 
WIKI, TOO, THIS 
AND ICAN STRONG. 
DEFINITELY 
SEE HOW IT’S 
PUSHING HER 
TO BE MORE 
VIOLENT. 
































































































































































































































THAT’S 


/f WHERE OUR 

= Vers , POLICE OFFICER 
POLICE \4 a VES) FRIEND, SAKI- 
OFFICER \—N\ f WT EE, SAN, COMES 
FRIEND? (i ‘| | NW BES: INTO PLAY. 




































PERISH 




















l 
WOULDN'T BE 
FEASIBLE TO 
ti TAKE CONTROL 
| OF AN INDIVIDUAL 

WEBSITE WITHOUT 
A PLAUSI a —¥ 

REASON. cy 













SO WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT 
FROM 

MEP 












THEIR 
IMAGINA- 
TIONS 
WOULD 
} RUN WILD, 

, Pe AND WE 

¥ | MAY END UP 
GIVING THE 
STEEL LADY 
MORE FUEL 
THAN EVER. 




















\ 


SO YOU WANT ME 
TO USE POLICE 
AUTHORITY TO 

SHUT DOWN THE 
SITE OR SOME- 


THING? | 











PEOPLE WILL 
THINK IT’S 
A COVER UP. 
THAT THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THE 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE CASE 
THAT THE 
POLICE WANT 
TO HIDE. 




























INFOR- 
MFAITION. 














WE WILL LISE 

THAT AS THE 
FOUNDATION 

TO CONSTRUCT 

A LEGEND THAT a aN . 
SURPASSES aN, hy 

THE STEEL oe aw 
LADY NANASE 
RUMORS. 

























































I WANT YOU TO \ | 
PROVIDE US 

WITH ACCURATE 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT KARIN 

NANASE’S 

















THE STEEL 
LADY IS AN 
IMAGINARY 
MONSTER 
CREATED 
FROM STORIES 
ABOUT HER AS 
A GHOST—A 
PHANTOM 
OF URBAN 
LEGEND. 













HER, WE 
MUST OVER- 
THEN od WRITE THE 
HER LIFE \ °F: = STORY, 
FORCE WIL \- JT oe | 

RUN OUT, ||| i REPLACING 
AIND SHE | 2 || Sa i THE GHOST 
"81 = STORY WITH 
ONE THAT 


WILL FADE en ga esecenes 
Away, fsck Be 

i ee HAS NO SUCH 

Pa woe NONSENSE. 


PEOPLE WHO 
BELIEVE IN STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
ACCEPT OUR NEW 
VERSION OF 
THE STORY... 


YOU MEAN sereey 
FIND A WITH NO 
row | 
XPLANA- 
OSU TION FOR 
THE URBAN 
THAT IT Aa 


























I 
7 s 
he _ aS 


MN 


in 
7) 





IF THE 
RUMOR HAS 
MORE IMPACT, 
AND SEEMS 
PLAUSIBLE IN 
ANY WAY, 


THEN 
LIES CAN 
REPLACE THE 
TRUTH, EVEN 
IF THERE ARE 
SOME MINOR 
CONTRADIC- 
TIONS. 


ALL YOU 
CAN THINK 
ABOUT IS 
THAT IMAGE— 
WHETHER ~~ THE FEAR THAT 
YOU BELIEVE MAYBE THEY 
IT OR NOT, WOULD USE 
THE RUMOR SOME MYS- 
STICKS TERY MEAT. 
AROUND IN 
THE CORNER 
OF YOUR 
MIND. 


ONCE A 
RUMOR‘’S 
SPREPD, 

PEOPLE WON’T 
ACCEPT THE 
RATIONAL 
EXPLANATION, 
EVEN IF IT’S 
TRUE. 

















YOU'VE LEGEND. 
HEARD ABOUT 
THE FAST-FOOD 
PLACE THAT 
SUPPOSEDLY 
MADE ITS 
BURGERS FROM 
WORM MEAT 
INSTEAD OF 






























THE URBAN 
LEGEND 
IS 100% 

FALSE, BUT 

PEOPLE STILL 

SPREAD THE 

RUMOR AS IF 

IT HAS SOME 

CREDIBILITY. 





LOOKING 
AT IT 
RATIONALLY, 
BEEF IS NO ONE 


CLEARLY WOULD MAKE 
MORE 


PRACTICAL 
AND ECO- 
NOMICAL. 





JUST 
BECAUSE 
SOMETHING 
IS TRUE 
DOESN’T 
SS : MEAN PEOPLE 

dt ES WILL BELIEVE 
IT OVER THE 
LEGEND. 


NANASE’S 
GHOST 
NEVER 
EXISTED 
TO BEGIN 





























































“DOL 
DIES AN 
UNTIMELY 
‘I BET DEATH.” 
SHE'D 
COME 
BAICK 
AS A 
GHOST.” 


AIND 
PEOPLE DID 
THINK IT WHS 
FUNNY, 
SO THEY 
SPREAD IT 


FIND AROUND. 


THEN... 


RATIONAL 
EXPLANA- 
TIONS BE 
DAMNED— 
THE LIE HAS 
BECOME 
THE TRUTH. 





STARTED 
OUT AS 
SOME CRAZY 
THEORY 
THAT 
SOMEBODY 
JUST SAID 
TO BE 
FUNNY. 


a e, 


STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE 
REALLY 
DOES 
EXIST. 





THAT’S 
RIGHT. 


THE TRUTH 
DOESN’T 


ALWAYS 
WIN. AND 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE IS 
TRUTH. 



















WHICH IS 
WHY I WILL 
FIGHT HER 
WITH Al 
RATIONAL 
FICTION. 


_4#—< 6 






SOME- NY 

THING 

MORE 
APPEALING 
THAN THE 
“STEEL LADY | |N 
NANASE 1S | \IE c- 













































































































































I witt Al GHOST” 
POST THE REALITY. 


“STEEL LADY 
























































‘Withheld by Request 09/03 224 







































































T can't believe che's getting close an NANASE — 
Lo people to cause accidents. Hey, g 1S FICTION” 
try being less conspicuous. STORY | a  E 
D. /, ke, E C 7) LY } (ee 
<356> Name: Withheld by Request 09/03 2 ONTO THE 
LF she's a vengeful gnost, WIKI. 


wouldn't she, like, curse everyone? 


oupmit 













SAKI-SAN, 
HAVE YOU 
HEARD OF 
THE YSOKAI 
KNOWN AS - 
KAMAITACHI, - 
OR SICKLE 
WEASELS?P /. 


~~ >. ee ! : 
Sse | e 

wg YA, 4 

ww B 

i i= 


\ ——— 

ey ee 

a Lf 
SOSRSES se Z 













THEY’RE 
YOKAI THAT 
LOOK LIKE 
WEASELS. THEY 
RIDE UP ON THE 
WIND AND CUT 
PEOPLE, BUT 
WITHOUT 
HURTING THEM, 
AND THEN 
oR DISAPPEAR. 


THINK 
THAT’S 
WHAT I 
HEARD. 



















THE FIRST 
KNOCKS 
q Yin pee YOu DOWN. 










YES. THEY 














ACT IN 
of BND THE \6 ete 
Neat THIRD ONE [2 \j OF THREE. 


APPLIES }\ ~ 
\ “Leaves. / , 













THAT'S 
ANOTHER 
THEORY, 
ANYWAY. 








“THERE USED 
TO BE ALOT 
OF THEM IN THE 
MOUNTAINS AND 
THE FROZEN 














ONE LATELY.” 


; 
RNA 2 
® rN al 
NOH} YS 
Asi itl 
call 
iMygwees 









THERE MAY Lo Ae 
BE SURVIVORS , , 
SOMEWHERE OLIT 



















































THERE, BUT I THAT'S 
SUSPECT THEIR WHAT 
LIFE FORCES MR. FOX | 
HAVE GOTTEN SPIRIT WAS | 
‘ VERY WERK, AND : iy ‘mt SAYING, 
THEY’VE BEEN —— la \ aie APPAR- 
LIVING A QUIET a eR ENTLY. 
ca LIFE IN HIDING. , 
Nii yipi 












































“4 -your 















y) 


HE SAID HE apo | SNRGLE 
HASN’T SEEN / 5 A FO) 
ANY “LATELY,” <a 


BUT THERE WAS 
NEVER REALLY 
ANY SUCH THING 
AS KAMAITACHI, 
WAS THEREP 













































































THE FAST- 
MOVING 
AIR FROM A 
WHIRLWIND OR 
GUST CAUSES 











THEY 
PROVED IT 
SCIENTIFICALLY 
AGES AGO. THE 













A SUDDEN ‘ LACERATIONS 
CHANGE IN AIR ARE CAUSED BY 
PRESSURE. l A VACUUM. 
THAT . = 
CREATES A 
LOCALIZED 
VACUUM 
THAT CUTS 
PEOPLE'S 






SKIN. 





NOW THAT IS 4 i hid IT 
THEY'VE BEEN \</| A i. HAPPENS 
EXPLAINED \U Na 2 N FAST, WITH 
SCIENTIFICALLY, LINZ | : fl NOPAIN, |i 
THEY'VE nN AT THE [ity 
DISAPPEARED, : : vy SAME TIME jit] 
RIGHT? A 


























BUT 
THE YOKAI 

IN QUESTION 
ORIGINATED SO 
LONG AGO THAT 
IT’S IMPOSSIBLE 

TO CONFIRM IF 
LY THEY WERE BORN 
\ FROM PEOPLE’S 

IMAGINATIONS 


























REGARDLESS | 
OF HUMAN | 
PRESENCES MINDS, BUT 
WERE FELT THEN THEY 


MORE WERE GIVEN 
STRONGLY 


BECAUSE OF 
THE HUMAN 
IMAGINA- 

















































































































































THAT 
EXPLANATION 
ABOUT A 
VACUUM 
CUTTING 
YOUR SKIN 
IS FAKE. 











APPARENTLY, 



















THE VACUUM 
a A AW THEORY 
BUT PEOPLE RNS IY HAS BEEN 
ere ay erties 
T KNOWLEDG 
|} QUESTION IT BY SINCE THE 
THE BEGINNING MEIJI ERA*. 


OF THE SHOWA 
ERA**, 


**1926-1989 


AND Pye |: IT’S NOT 
THERE ARE : VERY EASY 
ABSOLUTELY | / FOR A 


NO KNOWN or VACUUM TO 
EXAMPLES OF THIS Ve OCCUR IN 
PHENOMENON AN EVEN NATURE. 
DAMAGING ANY- oS Nh IE ONE 
THING OTHER DID, IT 
THAN HUMAN 





WOULDN’T 
BE STRONG 
ENOUGH TO 
CUT HUMAN J] 

SKIN. 























BUT I’M 
SURE I 
READ IT IN 


THE 
FICTION 
WHS MADE 
REALITY. 




















IT WAS 
MUCH MORE 
PLAUSIBLE 
THAN THE YOKAI 
THEORY, AND 








EASIER TO 
UNDERSTAND. 




















































































































TAY 


THERE WAS NO 
DEFINITE PROOF, 
BUT EVERYONE 
BELIEVED IT WAS 
TRUE, SO IT BECAM 
THE NUMBER ONE 
EXPLANATION. 


EXPERTS 
HAVE 
CONCLUDED 
THAT IT’S 
SCIENTIFI- 


CALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE. 












































2) 
























IT CAN 
STILL ERASE 
THE YSKAI, 
EVEN IF IT’S 


Ay 


Kamaitachi 




















SO IFA LIE 
BECOMES 
TRUTH, THAT 
NEW TRUTH 
CAIN BE 
SHAKEN BY 
ANOTHER LIE, 








THE VACUUM 
THEORY MAY BE 
FALSE, BUT IF THE 
STORY IS BETTER 
THAN ONE ABOUT 
SICKLE WEASELG... 


Yeah, 











SO... BY 
BELIEVING 
THE LIE, IT WAS 
CONTRIBUT- 


we TO 


MONSTERCIDE 
BY FICTION, 
WITHOUT EVEN 
REALIZING ITP 




























THAT 
SOLVES THE 
MYSTERY OF THE 
PAINLESS CUTS 
THAT PEOPLE 
FREQUENTLY 
FIND IN COLD 
CLIMATES. 






INCIDEN- 
TALLY, THE 
KAMAITACHI 
PHENOM- 
ENON 
































YOUR SKIN 
LOSES 
ELASTICITY 
DUE TO COLD 
OR DRYNESS, 
AND TEARS 

THAT’S WITH MINIMAL 
THE NEW IMPACT.” 
SCIENTIFIC 
EXPLANA- 
TION. 
















DON’T WE 
CALL THAT 
CHAPPED OR 
CRACKED 





“1 YES,ASA 
"7 PHENOMENON |: 
“1 THEY ARE THE 
oa SAME. 





WELL, AS A 
WAY TO EXPLAIN 
A MYSTERIOUS 
PHENOMENON, 
IT IS PRETTY 
MUNDANE AND 
SO NO _ UNAPPEALING. 
ONE EVEN THERE’S 
: ae NOTHING 
» EXCITING 
LET ALONE ABOUT IT. 
SPREADS . 


















































IT SOUNDS 
REALLY COOL 
TO THINK THAT 
KAMAITACHI ARE 
VACUUM BLADES 
CAUSED BY 
DO _ WHIRLWINDS, SO 
YOU THINK THE CONCEPT 
ANYONE IS VERY 
| ) WOULD BE APPEALING. 
~ WAS \ 1X | INTERESTED 
frp | TO KNOW THAT 
. av j aN] THE TRUTH 
BEHIND THE 
PHENOMENON 
| IS CHAPPED 























I THINK 
IT COULD 






a 
aie 
y 


Uv y 


Taner 
A 
u/ f 






























BUT THAT 
DOESN’T 
EXACTLY 
MAKE IT 
THE KIND 
OF STORY 
PEOPLE WILL 
EAT UP 


BACK TO 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 














ANYWAY, 
THE 
KAMAITACHI 

WHICH aay EB te 
MEANS THIS DID 
THEORY EXIST 
COULD BE ‘ 
FAKE, TOO. 





























LIFE 
IS MORE 





















INTERESTING IF NOBODY 
THERE /S SUCH A} / _ WANTS AN 
THING. IT’S MORE |“ EXPLANATION THAT 








PEOPLE MAGICAL THAT 

HAVE WAY. IT WOULDN’T 
THOSE BE TOO STRANGE 
HOPES IF THERE WERE 


GOES, *“THERE’S 
NO SUCH THING 
AS STEEL LADY 

NANASE BECAUSE 







AND SUCH A THERE’S NO 

FEARS, AND — THING. SUCH THING AS 
IT’S NOT GHOSTS.” : 
POSSIBLE 

TO DESTROY 








































STEEL 
aie LADY NANASE 
eUeAIaE ACTUALLY SEE ete irene 
LIFE’S MORE MORE PEOPLE NO MORE THAN 
INTERESTING POSTING ABOLIT ah IMAC INGISY. 
THAT WAY. THEIR DESIRE MONSTER. IF PEOPLE 
TO SEE HER. 
WOULD STOP 
FANTASIZING ABOUT 
HER, SHE’D 


DISAPPERR. 


















BUT THAT 
BUT, LIKE TRUTH 
THE VACUUM WOULD 
KAMAITACHI ALSO BE 
THEORY, DISMISSED. 















PROVIDE 
A STORY OR 
SOLUTION THAT— 
WHILE POSSIBLY 
FALSE—IS STILL 
MORE APPEALING 
THAN A REAL 
SPECTRE, PEOPLE 
WILL GRAVITATE 
TOWARD THAT. 














—Y) 





ne, 
















{ | 4/7 WHILE PEOPLE 
" f) DO BELIEVE THAT 
ee | GHOSTS EXIST, 





















THEY ALSO HOPE 
THAT DREADFUL 
j CREATURES WON'T 
SPCR \ THEIR EMERYDRY / 








TAKE OPPOSING 
VECTORS, 




















YOU LIVE BUT THEY DO 
YOUR LIFE COEXIST, AND 
WITH THESE WE CAN EASILY 
SPECTRES, FLIP THEIR 
AND YOU WANT DIRECTION. 
TO EXPLAIN 
TO PEOPLE 
THAT A REAL 
ONE DOESN'T 
suave, Exlce 
FRAUD IF 
I EVER 
HEARD IT. 























































I ADMIT 
THAT IT 
MAKES 
SENSE... 
BUT... 








YES, IT 15 
FRAUD. 


BUT 
THERE IS 
NO OTHER 
WAY TO 
EXTERMINATE 
THAT 
CREATURE. 


UT 


owt 


WE WANT 
STEEL THE WIKI‘S 
sate 
TO BELIEV 
NOW 
ISN’T A THAT... LET'S TALK 
GHOST, REALISTI- 
SO THERE , ee CALLY. 
ARE TWO ™ 
| QUESTIONS 
era or) ) 7 \ WE NEED TO 
EN ee , \ ANSWER. 














.O 
wee »2E2 
SrrEEOxXO 
coi72Znae 
wOneaAE SS 
YZFNGKe = 
wo gage’ oS 
aX = 











~( OQ. 

i) 

ane yo ae 

SORS Ow 

5 me weee OTe 

om = Snpulonsre 
(VO PTHOn 
>Ve7oa 

Tov x 














ON. 


~ 


FICTI 





STEEL LADY 
NANASE WILL 
BE BOUND BY 

Al RATIONAL 


/ SOMEONE 
MIGHT SHOW 
UP LATER AND 

POINT OUT 
SOME MISTAKE, 
AND OUR 
THEORY WOLILD 
LOSE ITS 
CREDIBILITY. 


I COULDN’T 
POSSIBLY... 


; TP SOLUTION... 
4 


WERE TO 
RELY ON THE 
INFORMATION 
ON THE 
INTERNET TO 
INVENT OUR 
Zs PHONY 


ACCURATE 
INFORMA- 


KARIN 















































MY. 


\Y 


x 


{ 


il 


Na 


\ \ 
\ 
WS 
4 : fl 
TOE xe creel 


i 
ES 


Ko \N 





Pie 


U AS 
Mists 
i 


AFRAID WE'D 
RUN INTO 
TROUBLE IF THE 
CASE HAPPENED | 
TO BE OUTSIDE |\. 
YOUR JURIS- 
DICTION... 


yy 


tovadnean 
dia you 


y \ 


\ A 
if y, 





















SORRY 


FOR THE 
So) 2 WARNED ae 
TO AA A( | you YES- ChUSED. 


STAY OUT . /\\ TERDAY.. 














AND YET 
THE FILE 
IS RIGHT 
HERE, WHICH 
MEANS... 
















/ THERE’SA 
DETECTIVE IN LAST 











MY PRECINCT abo 
TO DO 
WHO THINKS 
SOMETHING 
THE STEEL ABOUT HER 
LADY NANASE 
THING IS A noe. 
SIGN THAT A 


BIG CRIME 
IS ABOUT TO 
HAPPEN. 













































































































































AND TO 
DO THAT, 
WE NEED 
THIS FILE. 


WE WANT 
PEOPLE IEE oa 
TO BELIEVE Reno ca oa 
THAT hernias] PEOPLE ARE 
STEEL LADY pias tatty §=©ALREADY 
NANASE RAG EN SCO SWEARING 
/S§ NOT A peers] ALL OVER 
GHOST, Se Nha THE 
ieee ge Me INTERNET 
BUT WELL Sg Bree THAT 
HAVE TO pe EE | THEY'VE 
PRESENT A eee Ma) = BEEN 
CONVINCING SESE GRE ATTACKED 
SUSPECT feos sod = BY THE 
AIND MOTIVE, gone: 23 STEEL LADY. 
OR NO ONE ee o 
WILL BUY IT. 


SENPAI IS MY 
BOYFRIEND! 


| 


Oy, 





s: 










S. 
ACTUALLY 
WANTS 


O 
INVENT A 
PLAUSI- 
BLE LIE... 





BUS? Wa ie io 








Lag 
N 


\ 
. 


2 
ZN 





NI 








THE PILLOW 
FLIPPER 


YSKAI: 





















T AM THE 
GODDESS OF 
WISDOM TO 
ALL THINGS 
YOKAI, 
MONSTER, | 
GHOST, AND | 
THEEVER- DEMON. & 
RELIABLE, fe 
PROBLEM- , ) 
SOLVING 
PRIESTESS, 
raat KOTOKO 
Fi PAGLL IWANAGA! 










MY LADY, 
YOUR 
PADDING 






| MONTHLYAM prreN 







































































NOW, IT’S 
TIME TO SPEND 
ANOTHER 
EVENING 
LENDING AN 
EAR TO LOST 
WHO DO LAMBS. 

WE HAVE 
REQUEST- 

ING OUR 
SERVICES 4. 
TONIGHT? | 











y kh be | MY 
LL ee NN | “7 ~©GIRLFRIEND 
CCT TN | are : 
om \ H ) a" ca! \ : DUMPED ME 

Hd : AFTER FIVE 
" HAPPY YEARS 
TOGETHER. 









UNIVERSITY STUDENT 
Ng | KURS SAKURAGAWA 
| (22) 


AAU 




























































































































= (* 


THING/ 
















AND 














WHY DO 
I ONCE ATE 
eGuE OKA, THEY HATE 
SO MAYB 
THAT’S WHY? RECENTLY 






LEARNED THAT 












YSKAI HATE 
AND IT ME, TOO. IT 
MADE ME KINDA HURTS, 
IMMORTAL. YOU KNOW? 
IF I GET HURT, 
I GO RIGHT 
BACK TO 


NORMAL. 








— ai 

















WELL, YOU 















DO SNAP 
YOUR FINGER 
BONE APART 
AS EASILY AS 
IF YOU WERE Goopness \S 
DOING A ME/T’‘VE I 
PARLOR TRICK. NEVER HAD 
ITWAS | YOU SEEM AN IMMORTAL | 
PRETTY LIKE ABIT OF GUEST | 
MUCH A HANDFUL. BEFORE/ u 










INEVITABLE 
THAT SHE’D 
DUMP YOU. 















Pips Guess 
NOW MY I GU 
YOUR ONLY || GIRLFRIEND I’VE GONE 
OPTION IS_ |! THINKS I'M THROUGH 
ann  [O.GETOVER || creepy, AND —_ SOME 
rHave WER WITHA || SHE DUMPED CHANGES 
NEW GIRL- ME...IT7S BECAUSE 


QUITE A 
prospect FRIEND. JUST TOO eee 


FOR YOU. 








YOU SOUND 
SO UNSAT- PETITE AND 
ISFIED?P s / Hp FLUFFY, 

Tis BEAUTIFUL, VERY 

INTELLIGENT, 

COMES FROM 

Al WEALTHY 

FAMILY, AND 

SHE’S A YOUNG, 


IT’S A 
MARRIAGE 
INTERVIEW 

PHOTO! 
SHE'S 175 | 


IF YOU 


ee 
LET’S SUL- 
PUT THIS TATION 
ONE ON INMY 
THE BACK LIFE. 
BURNER. 
7 MY, My. 
OUR NEXT 
GUEST 
IS THIS 
NOPPERA- 
BO*. 










Tis \ | 
RATHER | 
TERRIFYING 
TO SEE 
SOMEONE Ng 
WITHOUT 


SUBJECT, I 
WANT YOU TO 
KNOW THAT 
EVERYONE 
IS AFRAID 


















CAME HERE 
FOR ADVICE, I 
THOUGHT YOU 

WOULD SOLVE MY 
YROBLEM, NOT 
YOUR SALT ON 

THE WOUND. 





YES... 
I CAN 
HARDLY 
TAKE IT ANY 


THE 
HUMANS LONGER. 


ARE ALL 
SO AFRAID 







































































LADY, THAT 
MAN OVER 
THERE IS 
ABSOLUTELY 
HORRIFYING, 
AND HE SAYS 
HE HAD A 
GIRLFRIEND. 




















IT WOULD 
4 APPEAR THAT 

Di Ye |, YOKAI DO NOT 

" 4 hi DN /\\W |Z FIND YOU VERY 
y ATTRACTIVE, 

KURO-SAN. 

































SUPPOSE IT’S , 
BECAUSE OF 

THE ONES 
YOU ATEP 














Whe 


ALL RIGHT/ 
LEAVE IT TO ME/ 
TO A GODDESS 
aa OF WISDOM LIKE 

GGA I r<o $e MYSELF YOUR 
VG, . PROBLEM IS 
| ble 2 Al PIECE OF 





























£ Me | = a 
dp y\ mC ‘\ WAIT! 
whl) Y, oo 


| a" PLEASE! ! 


HIM SO HOT, 

J*NNY DEPP 

WILL PALE IN 
COMPARI- 


THIS IS 
MY REAL 
PROBLEM! 












I HAVE AN 
EYE IN MY 
BOTTOM/ 













-YOKAI: SHIRIME. (BUTTOCKS. EYD. ~. 
A: YOKAl THAT,;UPON MEETING. A HUMAN, WILL 6 TRIP; E 
AND. SCARE: THEM: WITH:A: BLINDING FLASH FROM ‘THE: ‘SING 
“EYE:ON. THEIR: POS TERIOR. ITS. QUICK: AND EFFICIENTs MOVE. 
MENTS PLUNGE THOSE WHO: SEE: THEM INTO. THE 
TERROR. BELIEVED TO. BEA TYPE OF: NOPPERAB 





x Me I SHOW MY 
VP") OVA FACE, AND 
a OT Bee Hite re # e PEOPLE ARE 
SCARED, SO 
’ I SHOW THEM 
EVER FIND MY EYE AND 
HAPPI- , \ THEY THINK I’M 
SOME KIND OF 
PERVERTED 
DEGENERATE. 


Lats 


IN THAT 
CASE, 
LET'S 

APPROACH 
YOUR 
PROBLEM 
FROM A 
DIFFERENT 
SW ANGLE. 
























I DON’T REALLY 

UNDERSTAND WHY 

THAT’S A SELLING 

POINT, BUT WE’RE 

HELPING A YOKAI 
IN NEED. 
















ABOUT THIS. 
I REALLY LIKE 
THAT HOODIE. 
IT HAS GREAT 

ELASTICITY. 


I MEAN, 















REALLY 
GREAT 
GIVE IT TO ¥ ELASTIC- 
HIMAS A ITY. 


GIFT. 


IFITWILL \ 
REALLY HELP 

YOU OUT, 

YOU CAN 

HAVE IT. 
OOOOHHH/ 
(/ THANK YOU! 

YOU'VE 


MADE ME SO 
HAPPY! 





[ 


| CARELESS. ) 
Z 


SHIRIME IS | 


A YSKAI THAT 
DISROBES 
IMMEDIATELY 

, fossa AFTER 
ENCOUNTER- 
sag ING A HUMAN 
TION, BEING. 
CLOTHING 
IS TO BE 


REMOVED 
IN FRONT 


OF 
OTHERS/ 





DID IT 
GET SO 
AND IS IT BIG?r/ 
ME, OR IS 
IT GOING 
BERSERK? 



















AND yOuR I SUSPECT THAT BY 
| HOODIE’S vo FORCING CLOTHES 
| ELASTICITY 2 ONTO IT, I'VE DIS- 
1 ISSO GREAT ' RUPTED THE SPECTRAL 
| THAT THE ORDER THATMAKES AF 
ENLARGEMENT ASHIRIMETHEYSKAl & 
HASN’T TORN IT THAT IT IS, AND THAT E 
AN INCH/ CAUSED IT TO GROW. 


iy 


e CAUSING 
IT TO GO 


THE ENERGY 
FROM ITS 
INSTINCTIVE 
DESIRE TO 
DISROBE HAS 
NOWHERE TO 
GO, SO IT 
GOES BACK 


VW 


Yf pe of 
eA 


GET HIM 
IN THE EYE/ 
THAT’S HIS 
WEAKNESS / 





























Zs (| TERING YES, 
ae ABOUT! ALL YOU HAVE ITS EYE IS 
4 TO DOIS 
SS, CRAWL INTO ON ITS 
ITS BUTT AND BUTT... 
WREAK SOME 
IT HAVOC. 







SHOULD 
BE EASY— 
YOU’/RE 
IMMORTAL. 






f 








HOW 

I'LL BUTT- 

BLasT you PARE 
WITH THE YOU 
POISON MOCK 

GAS ANOTHER’S 
THAT’S APPEAR- 


BEEN / 
BUILDING NCE! 


UP INSIDE 
ME FOR A 
HUNDRED 


















OKAY! I'M 
BORROWING 
THIS! 

























ff: 


yu \ \* 
Ae} I; 


















































SPECIAL CUSTOM-MADE SNHKEWOOD CANE 


WITH KITTEN ENGRAVING. PRICE: PRQCKQOQO YEN GACH 


eT || 
pr 


Si) 











7 WAKE up, 
be SHIRIME/ 


a 
ea rae ‘“ =a 


oe, 


Kes nk 
rapt 
a 














WHAT — 
WHAT HAVE 
I DONE... 


IT’S ALL 
RIGHT. EVERY- 
ONE STRAYS 
FROM THE 
| ; “| RIGHT PATH 
tHatTis §=X (EARVWA\\ VALI sometimes, 
WHAT YOUR > ) 
GODDESS OF |/\\ 
WISDOM IS) A 
HERE FOR. ~ 


THAT 
DIDN’T 
| REALLY 
| SOLVE HIS 
<| PROBLEM, 
DID ITP 
AIND NOW 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT THIS 
SERIES IS 


LIKE. 
THAT’S 


AND 
SO THE 
WITH Al SHIRIME 
NEW-FOUND WENT 
RESOLVE TO HOME, 
REEXAMINE 
HIMSELF AND 
REMAIN TRUE 
TO WHO HE 
REALLY IS. 






































About at ht imangacl'm)sorry. : 
[ think yotall ig this, but Shirodainagsensei 


had nothing to,do}with it. 
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Staff: Otdtamy/Tonpu yyamada, Yamamoto 


Editors: O-katwa, T-dahonorifics excluded) 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Goblin cat, page 14 

The word Kur6 used in the original Japanese was 
bakeneko, or “transforming cat.” You can always 
tell a bakeneko from a regular cat because it has 
two tails. According to Japanese folklore, whena 
cat lives long enough, its tail splits into two and it 
gains Supernatural powers. 





Slit-Mouth Woman, page 22 
Slit-Mouth Woman, or Kuchi-Saké Onna, 
is an actual urban legend from Japan, 
very much as Kotoko described. There are 
variations as to her weapon of choice— 
here it’s a sickle, but in other versions she 
carries a butcher's knife or scissors. If her 
victim tells her she’s not pretty, she'll kill 
them, but if they say she's still pretty even 
with her mouth slit open, she'll slit their 
mouth to match. 








Urban legends, page 23 


As the reader may have guessed, 


- v 
all the names behind Kotoko HUMAN FN EADLESS RIDER 
belong to urban legends known / 
across Japan. The human-faced IT’S THE 
dog is just what it sounds like— NAME THAT 
a dog with a human face that FORMS 
can speak words and run very a aie 
fast, and is generally considered INDIVIDURL’S 


to be a bad omen. The headless MIND. 
rider may sound like a character 
from a certain popular anime or 
light novel, but the urban legend 
about a motorcycle racing down 
the highway with a headless 
rider dates from before then, and possibly comes from a 1979 movie. Red Cape, 
Murasaki Babaa (purple crone), and Hanako-san are all spirts that haunt public 
restrooms (usually at school). Teke-teke is the ghost of a woman who was cut in 
half when she was run over by a train, who will chase after those who encounter 
her by running on her elbows, dragging her torso on the ground. Kunekune 

is a white, fluttering object seen at the end of wide agricultural fields that 
drives people insane if they try too hard to make contact. And Merry-san is an 
abandoned doll that returns to wreak vengeance on the girl who left her. 





Z.Z. Makura-chan, page 25 

This is the mascot character of Makurazaka City. 
Makura can mean pillow, and so the city is represented 
by a character with a pillow for its head. The full name 
in Japanese is GG GG Makura-chan, where gd is the 
Japanese onomatopoeia for the sound people make 
when sleeping, hence the translators’ rendering of Z.Z. 


I HEARD 





CONTRARI- 
WISE, IF 
MOST PEOPLE 
QUESTION 
: IT SOMETHING’/S 
DOESN’T EXISTENCE, 
MATTER 
HOW WELL- 
KNOWN ITS 
NAME OR 
HOW CLEAR 











I KNEW 
SOMETHING a 
WAS OFF | AS NS 


ee 
Jey As 














Pomade, page 26 
Pomade is a type of 
hair-styling product 
used to create the 
pompadour and 

it also describes 

the stereotypical 
hoodlum that 
sported the 
pompadour hairstyle. 
When the urban 
legend of the Slit- 
Mouth Woman was 
at its peak, rumor 
had it that one of 
the ways to drive 
her off was to chant 
the word pomade 
three to six times. 
Apparently, she 


hates the smell of pomade, so you polit also how actual pomade at her or 
even write the word on your hands and feet as a sort of ward. Other ways to 
deal with the Slit-Mouth Woman were to distract her with hard candy, to run 
away to the second or higher floor of a building, or to chant words like garlic, 


baldy, or dog (possibly because she hates these things). 


The pillow flipper, page 74 
The makuragaeshi is a yOkai known 
for playing minor pranks in the 
home, specifically pillow flipping. 
When a sleeper wakes up and finds 
that his or her pillow has been 
moved from under their head to 
near their feet, they know that a 
makuragaeshi has been around. 

In this case, the pillow flipper is 
Kotoko, exchanging Kurd's regular 
old pillow for a “yes” pillow, which 
is used to let him know what her 
answer would be if he wanted to do 
something naughty with her. 





_— onan iY ] 


eae Ak Ne 


Karin Nanase was a minor, page 91 
















: KARIN 
The age of majority in Japan is 20, so while wABNASE 
Karin Nanase could legally smoke in the MINOR, AND 
United States, at age 19, she is still too young ALLOWED TO 


in Japan. 
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SHBeDIAN 
Shee A powerless haunt, page 126 
pSaarey Specifically, this ghost calls himself a jibakurei, which 
= = ——— means “spirit bound to the earth.” This means that he's 
= a tied inseparably to the place where he died and cannot 

6 ==> 2} leave it. 

(W = 





























LoveLove Manor, page 133 

This hotel is typical of a certain type of short-stay hotel, 
known as a “love hotel,” which is designed to provide 
privacy for couples who want to be very intimate with 
each other, hence its appeal to Kotoko. 




















Senpai, page 146 
For the readers who have been 
patiently ignoring the translators’ 
use of the word senpai because 
they're not sure what it means, 
hopefully this exchange has shed 
some light on the subject. Senpai 
literally means “companion who has 
gone before,’ and is used to refer 
to someone engaged in the same 
endeavor as the speaker, but who 
started it first. For example, Kur6é 
started attending the same schoolas 
Kotoko before she did. It is also used 
for coworkers, or people who share 
a hobby. Kotoko would be excited to 
‘ cee f call Kur6 senpai because it indicates 
a greater cineenese ‘han the more impersonal -san. The word for the person 
who started later is k6hai, but it isn't commonly used as a form of address. 





THIS SPRING, 
WE'LL BE GOING 
TO THE SAME 
UNIVERSITY... 





Zashiki Warashi, page 172 

Meaning “room child,” a zashiki warashi is a 
child ghost that haunts houses and brings 
them good fortune. They are fond of mischief 
and especially like to prevent people from 
sleeping. 





Traveling Bonus Manga, page 173 
In/Spectre is usually published in a manga magazine called Sh6nen Magazine R, 
but this particular bonus manga appeared in Monthly Sh6nen Magazine. 


Shichi-Go-San picture, page 176 X 
Meaning “seven-five-three,” Shichi-Go-San is | 
a Japanese festival that celebrates children, = 
specifically three- and seven-year-old girls, and oi eres 
three- and five-year-old boys. Parents dress their FLU, 


FEY, 
BEAUTIFUL, VERY 


children in more formal attire and they visit shrines. 
In other words, Kur6 is suggesting that Kotoko’s 
picture looks like a seven-year-old (or three-year- 
old) girl. Kotoko, on the other hand, intends for this 
to be a midi, or marriage interview, photo, in which 
someone will dress in formal clothes to present 

him or herself looking their best for a prospective 
Spouse. 





In/Spectre 3 
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t-don'twant-to-be by-a-steel-bear.< 
Withhete_py Reaquest—09/04 00:38 ID:9pplkouk97Hy 
want tobe crushed, but I would tike to meet —— 
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Al np I= 
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THEN |/ KNOW BETTER 
DON’T | THAN TO TAKE A 
* ACT LIKE | POLICE REPORT 
fiom WITHOUT 
PERMISSION. 












































q ABOUT YOU, 


MR. ABRNDONS 
HIS GIRLFRIEND 
AND GOES 
DON’T AWOL? 
YOU THINK 
YOU SHOULD 
EXPLAIN TO 



































SPECTRES 
ASKED ME. 


| 
Soar f cy 
WA 
" 
va 


i 





IF YOU 
DON'T WANT 
ME TO BE 
RECKLESS, 
I KNOW WHAT \ gs TLERVE ME. 
CAME UP. YOU . \ TO MY OWN 

COULD HAVE THING \ DEVICES 
TALKED TO ME CAME UP. | js | 
ABOUT IT. | 























YOU DON’T 
THINK THIS 
ENDED UP 

"A GIVING ME. 

MORE DIRT | 












SEEN EACH 


Sines 


Saath 


PERO 


2 I JUST 
| CAN’T 

ae BS COMPETE 

| KE WITH YOU. 
















IF YOU 
PREFER, WE 
CAN GO FIND 
A CORNER 
TO DO THE 
































QUESTION. 
HER BUT SHE 
PARENTS DOES COME 





HOW CAN 


<T) THIS GIRL 


LOOK SO 
MUCH LIKE 
A REFINED 
LADY BUT 
SAY SUCH 
VULGAR 
THINGS? 


SAVE YOUR 
DISPLAYS OF 
AFFECTION 
FOR WHEN 
YOU'RE NOT 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF SOMEONE 
ELSE’S 
APARTMENT. 























_ J 
LN 























we LM 
WILLING 
TO GIVE 

YOU 

INFORMAF- 

TION. 


BUT WHAT 

ABOUT THE 

PERPETRA- 
TOR? 





























IT DOESN’T 

MATTER HOW 
REALISTIC OUR 
SOLUTION IS— 

IT’S GOING 

AND TO BE FAKE. 

I ara T THERE WON’T 
Sop BE ANYONE TO 


SAKI-SAN, 


PERSON TO Be : saki-sAn, |g ell 


ERATION? 









































































WHBT IF, 
WHEN YOUR 
INVENTED SOLUTION 
SPREADS, PEOPLE 
START BLAMING 
AN INNOCENT 
PERSON? 
WHAT IF THAT 
PERSON GETS 
ARRESTED? 





MY 
SOLUTION 
LL 






\'5 all A es = 
wigunae’ a hs = 
Gr Andi; 




































































Jaen 
: OAL ISN’/T 
Mi ales TO ARREST 
PR TA ANY CULPRIT 
MORE APPEALING OR GET THE 
STORY THAN THE POLICE TO 
TRUTH ABOUT INVESTIGATE. 


A REAL GHOST 
ATTACKING 
PEOPLE. 




















so THE 

ALL WE NEED SOLUTION 

IS FOR PEOPLE || DOESN’T HAVE 
TO BELIEVE TO SINGLE OUT 

THAT SOMEONE A CULPRIT. 

INTENTIONALLY 

CREATED STEEL 

LADY NANASE 
FOR SOME 
REASON. 



































CUA EE cu ACTUALLY 
TO CHANGE THE f, 
STORY SO THAT So | _HAVE TO 
EVERYTHING STILL - STEP IN TO 
ADDS UP INTHE \h-} i, SOLVE THE 
MINDS OF THE PEOPLE Bum : 
WHO BELIEVE IN 
STEEL LADY NANASE, 
EVEN WITHOUT 
A GHOST. = 


IS THATWHAT = Fy 
YOU'RE JM 
i SAYINGP 4 

































































































— > AND WE — 
= 3 a Aly SS 
5 Acres TO ACCUS = 
==! SOMEBODY—THEY | Wy INFACT,WE 
COULD GO ONTO | i! DON’T WANT THE Want 
THE INTERNET i POLICE TO GET 
AND REFUTE OUR fF INVOLVED AND 
gece aall THUS FA Eon 
ST > 
CIR Oe AS FALSE. 























y ANd mi 
AAU | The © bss i | 
; — i 
Z OUR THEORY. A RAN 
THE SCENARIO 7 a 
YOURE WORRIED . - 
ABOUT, SAKI-SAN, | Bae 
IS ONE WE HAVE TO 


AVOID ANYWAY 
IF WE WANT TO 
BEAT THIS. 
























































mel | a WKSN'T 
rhe hotel 
worker? 














a 








THAT’S 








AS LONG 
AS IT’S 
SOMETHING 
THAT ALOT 
OF PEOPLE COMPARED 
WOULD LIKE TO CREATING A 
THEN IT TO BE FAKE SOLUTION 
SHOULDN’T TRUE, 
MATTER 


AND A TRIAL, THIS 
SHOULD ACTUALLY | KY} 


Ee ! BE PRETTY “LF 
ARTISTIC 
LICENSE. 























WELL, I 
CAN’T TELL 
YOU EVERY- 
THING, BUT 

I’LL TELL 
YOU AS MUCH 
AS I CAN. 
























etcetera LET'S 


aatretesetseat sae START BY 

































ea REVIEWING | 
eee THE BASIC /, 

- Se POINTS, AND f 
my YOU'D SAVE \: SORTING OUT 
et YOURSELF THE POINTS 
site ALOT OF THAT MIGHT 
fn TROUBLE IF YOU RAISE 
fun) WOULD JUST QUESTIONS. 
Huu\ LET ME LOOK 


\ AT THE FILE. 


fie eon x. 


= 


NANASE WAS 
HOUNDED BY 
THE MEDIA OVER 
ACCUSATIONS 
OF PATRICIDE, 
AND WAS 

HIDING OUT IN 
HER Bopy MAKURAZAKA. 


WAS FOUND 
AFTER EIGHT 
A.M. ON THE 
NIGHT OF 
JANUARY 


THE 
FIRST QUESTION 
























































TIITITA 


WY 




















WH 





























NW 


AROUND THE 
APARTMENT 
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a, l | fl 


iL, 


Hy 


| 





| 







































































































































































eAcT WHAM Eyl |) Bey = SO THERE 

NEIGHBORS \jiil/,: |) - WAS SOME 

COMPLAINED \i\! ill) {iI 4 DEGREE OF 
OF THE ae TR i VISIBILITY AT 

DANGER—IT |ij)) i]t NIGHT, EVEN WITH 

MIGHT NOT BE |, |// ALL THE WALLS 

DARK ENOUGH | |! || || \ AND FENCES 
TO KEEP ede ||) AROUND IT. 
PEOPLE 









































































































































































































































































































































IT WAS 
UNUSUAL THAT 


SHE WOULD BE EXACTLY THE 


KIND OF 


1 Hl 


Flour, AND. YOu WOULD 
=arecy ae 
IN THAT 
WEATHER. 


MORE, THE DAY 
BEFORE HER BODY |N'O 























G 
FURTHER- WANDER 
| | 


















































DRIZZLING SOME 
TIME AFTER NINE 
PM. 
































HAD STARTED i} | | 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































| ij i 1 id i 





























LOOKING | 
AT THE CiR- : 
CUMSTANCES, | 

THE ONLY dt | 
THING THAT 7 | 
MAKES SENSE | 

IS THAT 
SO SOMEONE | 
WOLLDN’T CALLED 
MURDER HER OUT 
BE THEIR THERE. 
















AFTER 
MIDNIGHT, 
THE DRIZZLE 








FIRST 
TURNED INTO 

: 4 GUESSP RAINFALL, AND 
‘s THERE WAS 


ALMOST NO 
ONE IN THE 


“al Ml 














/ ACCORDING 
s’ = TO THE PRESS 
REPORTS, THEY 
FOUND A BOX 
OF CIGARETTES 
NEAR KARIN 
NANASE’S 
BODY. 


\ S 


NEXT TO THE 
BODY, THEY 
FOUND THE 
UMBRELLA SHE 
MUST HAVE 
AND FIVE USED, 
CIGARETTE 


THERE 
WAS ALSO A 
LIGHTER AND 
AN OPEN BOX 

OF CIGARETTES 
IN HER COAT 
POCKET. 





ca coe 


co 


a 


KARIN 
NANASE 
WAS STILL A 
MINOR, AND 
NOT LEGALLY 
ALLOWED TO 


ey 
Zee 


et 


oS 
oo 


Bone 
ey. 
ESOL O 
See 


eae 










































































































































































THE HOTEL 
WAS ALL NON- 
SMOKING, AND 

SHE WAS AN 
IDOL—PEOPLE 
KNEW HER 
NAME AND 
FACE, 


y SO SHE 
COULDN’T 
GO OUT 
ANYWHERE 
PUBLIC FOR 
A CIGARETTE, 
OR SOMEONE 
MIGHT HAVE 
RECOGNIZED 
HER AND 
CALLED HER 


SHE WAS 
ALREADY 
SUSPECTED 
OF MURDER— 
IF THE PRESS 
FOUND OUT 
SHE WAS ALSO 
SMOKING 
UNDERAGE, HER 
AGENCY MIGHT 
HAVE CUT 
HER OFF. 








BASED 
ON THAT, THE 
POLICE DEDUCED 
THAT SHE HAD 
GONE TO THE 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE SO SHE 
COULD 
SMOKE... 


|. WITHOUT 





























SO THAT 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE, SURROUNDED 
BY WALLS, WAS 
PROBABLY THE 
BEST PLACE 
AND INTHE FOR HER. 
MIDDLE OF A 
RAINY NIGHT, 
THERE WOULD 
BE EVEN FEWER | 
PEOPLE AROUND, © 
AND THE SMOKE Soe 
WOLLDN’T BE 
AS VISIBLE. 


Ne ee ee eT 


KARIN 
NANASE’S 
AGENCY 
DENIED THAT 


SHE WAS A 
SMOKER. 


we THEY 
FOUND 
TWO MORE 
BOXES OF 
CIGARETTES 
AMONG HER 
PERSONAL 
\ = oe IN 
7 E ER ROOM 
AND THE \ y AT THE 


CONFIRMED 
THAT SHE 
WAS A 
HABITUAL 
SMOKER. 




























SOMEBODY 
CALLED KARIN 
NANASE TO 
THAT SPOT, 
AND SHE wes 

SMOK\ 
ora WHILE SHE 


OR WHAT IF 
THE PERSON 
WHO SUMMONED 
HER GOT THERE 
FIRST, AND THE 
CIGARETTE BUTTS 
WERE THEIRS? 


IS 
THAT A 
POSSI- 
BILITY? 


THERE WERE 
NO SIGNS OF A 


STRUGGLE OR WE 


THAT ANYONE CAN’T 
ELSE HAD BEEN ENTIRELY 
AT THE SITE, RULE IT 
BUT IT HAD OUT. 

BEEN RAINING 


IF ALMOSTALL [| Ww, CN \ ve oe 
SOMEONE NIGHT. oe 
WAS THERE, 
THEIR FOOT- 
PRINTS AND 
ANYTHING 
ELSE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN | 
WASHED \ 
AWAY. \ 














BUT THE 
INVESTIGA- 
TION DIDN‘T 

TURN UP 
ANYONE THAT 


WOULD WAIT 
FOR OUT IN 


_.LONG THE RAIN... 


ENOUGH TO 
SMOKE FIVE 
CIGARETTES 
BUT NOT 
EVEN TOUCH 
HER CELL 
PHONE. 

















pall we We 

any hin, 

Wappen: 
ok Ay’ 


ONLY HER 
MANAGER 
AND KNEW WHERE 
SHE WAS SHE WAS 
CAREFUL. HIDING. 
SHE FOUND 
A NEW 
HOTEL 
EVERY 
THREE 
TO FIVE 
DAYS. 
















KARIN NANASE | 





























AND 
THEY DIDN’T 
TEST SALIVA 
FROM EVERY 
CIGARETTE BUTT, 
SO THEY CAN’T 
CONFIRM THAT 
SHE SMOKED 
EVERY ONE 
OF THEM... 













































IF SHE HAD 
BEEN WAITING 
FOR SOMEONE, 
THERE WOULD 
BE SIGNS THAT 
SHE’D TRIED 
TO CONTACT 
THEM, RIGHT? 


BUT 
HER PHONE 
HISTORY ONLY 
SHOWED CON- 
VERSATIONS 
WITH HER 
MANAGER. 



























































UNDER 
THOSE CIR- 
CUMSTANCES, 
IT’S HARD TO 
IMAGINE THAT 
SHE WOULD 
CONTACT 
ANYONE SHE 
KNEW 


~ 
ond 
z@™ 
cc 
(O bens 

| ad 
Zz 
tL) ou) 
Oa 
FO 
O 
x 


EARLY ON. 


6 awe 
FQaros 
wuQgoXss6 
SREEOr 
S0002> 
O=rvas 
POTEY a 

O. x= 


Ds 


ry 
i je ay 


ee 


ff Sa bie 
er 


ee 


a 


rial 


eee 
ES 
. 


Serer: 


BUT 
S ALSO 
OTHER 
QUESTIONS 
THAT NEED 
TO BE 
ANSWERED. 


IT’ 
TRUE THAT, 


IF THIS WERE 
ACCURATE, 
THERE ARE 





ALWAYS 


HAVE 
TESTIFIED 
THAT THE 
IRON BEAMS 
LOOKED 
UNSTABLE. 


THE 


BEAMS FELL 
ON HER, 


S 
AND 


AND IT’ 
SIMPLER 
AND MAKES 
MORE SENSE 
TO ASSUME THAT 
SHE WAS OUT 

SMOKING, 
SHE DIED IN- 
STANTLY. 















BUT THERE 














WERE NO 
BEAMS = a] WHAT 
SHE TRIED TO | HIT KARIN B esse] | questions? 


NANASE 
Ue aay oe DIRECTLY IN 
FLUNG HER THE FACE. 
ARMS UP 
7O DEFEND 
HERSELF 
CORRECT? 




















hy Hil! 
ig e 


\ SF | | 

















NESEY 
Se 





IT’D BE ONE 










THING IF THEY 
NerINCTS HAD FALLEN 
WILL KICK IN ON HER FROM 
BEHIND, 








BUT WHEN 
YOU SEE 
SOMETHING 
COMING AT YOU, 
YOU'LL TWIST 
YOUR BODY 
OR RAISE YOUR 
ARMS, EVEN IF 
YOU KNOW IT 
WON’T HELP, 





YOURSELF, 
RIGHT? 












































BUT SHE 
DIDN’T DO ANY 
OF THAT—SHE 
JUST LET THE 
BEAM CRUSH 
HER. YOU HAVE 
TO ADMIT, 
THAT’S NOT 
NORMAL. 


YES, IF YOU'D 
BEEN THERE, 
SENPAI, YOU 

PROBABLY 

WOULD HAVE 
JUST LET THE 
BEAM SMASH 

YOU IN THE 

I WISH YOUR FACE. 

SENSE OF 
DANGER 
WERE A LITTLE 
STRONGER. 
















—— THINKS 







That's 










































ones A knife, HEY, I’M 
ee CAREFUL, 
= YES, aL TECHNI- 
IT’S STILL A I CALLY. 
RATHER ODD corer op) 
PROGRES- PAIN, BUT 
SION. I DO HAVE 
a A SENSE 
OF TOUCH. 



























































5 I WONDER 
ADVE IF THAT’S 

. = ANOTHER EFFECT 
BF aA OF GAINING 


















































































































































MONSTER 
POWERS...OR IF 
IT’S HIS HUMAN 
ADAPTABILITY. 


















































































































































a hy 
fit 
ae 






































































































































































































































































THE LOOK 
ON HER 
FACE SAYS 
SHE KNOWS 
FROM 
geet EXPERIENCE. 
FIND ANY 
TRACE OF 
NARCOTICS | 
OR OTHER 
DRUGS 
IN KARIN 
NANASE’S 


SYSTEM. 


SOME HAVE 
































THEORIZED 
THAT IF IT WAS 
HOMICIDE, THEN 
a EEC 
IT 
we THEN LAID ENOLIGH TO 
HER ON THE KNOCK HER 
GROUND AND UNCONSCIOUS... 
INTENTIONALLY 
CAUSED THE 
I-BEAMS TO 
FALL ON TOP 


OF HER. 










BECAUSE IT’S 
POSSIBLE THAT THE 
STEEL BEAMS WOULD 
HAVE CRUSHED ANY 
SIGNS OF THE BLOW 
THAT KNOCKED 
HER OUT. 





SHE WAS \ 
UNDER ALOT 


OF STRESS, 
AND IN THAT 
SITUATION, SHE 
COULD HAVE 
BEEN PRONE 
TO SELF- 
DESTRUCTIVE 
BEHAVIOR. 

















THAT 
WOULD 
BE THE 

NATURAL 
CONCLU- 


EVEN IF SION. 


SOMEONE DID 
INTENTIONALLY 
KNOCK THE 
BEAMS OVER, 
YOU CAN‘T 
ASSUME 
THAT’S TRUE 
UNLESS THEY 

LEFT SOME 
EVIDENCE. 





BUT THE MEDIA 
WASN'T GIVING 
HER ANY REST, 
AND PEOPLE 
SUSPECTED HER 
OF KILLING 
HER OWN 
FATHER. 


THAT'S 
ENOUGH TO 
SEND SOME- 
BODY OUT IN 

THE RAIN FOR 
\ A CIGARETTE, 


SO IF SOME 
STEEL BEAMS 
HAPPENED TO FALL ON 
HER, IT WOULDN’T BE 
SO STRANGE TO THINK 
THAT HER DEFENSIVE 
INSTINCTS JUST DIDN’T 
KICK IN, AND SHE 
THAT WATCHED IN A DAZE 


BECAME THE y 
PREDOMINANT = Dyn ME 


INTERPRETA- 
TION, SO 
PEOPLE HAVE 
REJECTED 
THE THEORY 
THAT SHE WAS 
UNCONSCIOUS 
BEFORE THE 
GIRDERS HIT. 








ee 
“tiie 
beg 


Reg 
ian 
ir, 


% 





ee 
SHE WAS IN © 
THAT FRAME OF 










RELENTLESS 
PURSUIT. 


HERSELF. 


WITH THAT 
INTERPRE- 
TATION? 











IT’S A VALID 
EXPLANATION 
FOR WHY 
SOMEONE 
PEOPLE WOULD GET 

CAN RELATE HIT BY A STEEL 
TO THE BEAM WITHOUT 
CONCEPT OF RESISTING. 
HAVING HAD 
ENOUGH, WHICH 
MAKES THE 
STORY MORE 
CONVINCING. 









OTHER 
INVESTIGA- 
TORS HAD 
THE SAME 
IDER. 
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= = : SN MI 
——— SSS SS 

= = == 

IN THE END, 

THE POLICE —————— 
= OFFICIALLY ————————— 
—s RULED KARIN 

DEATH A = 
Ane Glee ACCIDENT. 
CUMSTANCES, ———S— 
AIOEER Tale | i 
UNOFFICIALLY 3 | 
CONCLUDED P= =e ae 
THAT ITWAS B= — 
AN “ACCIDENT = Sm ee 
BORDERING it == 
ON SUICIDE.” FA : 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AND THE 
PERSON 
WITH THE 
STRONGEST 
MOTIVE—KARIN 
NANASE’S 
OLDER SISTER 


HER OWN HATSUMI- 
HAD A ALIBI. 


MOTIVE? 


AND THERE 
WEREN’T ANY 
ig OTHER VIABLE 
zy SUSPECTS, SO 
ie THE RULING WAS 
HANDED DOWN 
A MONTH AFTER 
THEY FOUND 
THE BODY. 











































































































=| HATSUMI 
™™=l AND KARIN... 
OR IN 
THIS CASE, 
MAYBE I 
SHOULD 
REFER TO 
HER BY HER 
REAL NAME, 
HARUKO, 




























































































THEY HAD 7 IF KARIN 
BEEN LS NANASE HAD 


ON BAD Wy ; BEEN MURDERED, 
TERMS Wk Pw Amt THE NUMBER ONE 
SINCE i ost It SUSPECT WAS 

THEY WERE — HER SISTER 
HATSUMI. 


yl 












I HAVE 
REPORTERS 
COMING TO MY 
HOUSE BECAUSE 

OF YOU. 








HATSUMI 
DIDN'T HELP 
WHEN THE 
MEDIA WAS 
AFTER HER, 
AND ACTUALLY 
CAME DOWN 
PRETTY HARD 
ON HER. 






















YOU RUIN 
EVERY- 
THING, 





BUT. 
HATSUMI.., 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO DAD 
WAS... 


DAD 
IS DEAD, 
HARUKO, 


IS MOM, 


ALL YOUR 


aies| AND 17'S 
saute 


AIND IF KARIN 
DIED, ALL OF 
THE MONEY SHE 
EARNED AS AN 
IDOL WOULD 
GO DIRECTLY 
TO HER ONLY 
LIVING RELATIVE, 
HATSUMI. 


ALSO, 
HATSUMI 
HAD BEEN 

TELLING 
PEOPLE 
THAT HER 
SISTER WAS 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THEIR 
FATHER’S 
DEATH. 





BUT THEY 
RULED IT AN 
ACCIDENT AFTER 
ABOUT A MONTH. 
DOES THAT MEAN 
THE SISTER’S 
ALIBI WAS 
AIRTIGHT? 




































































KARIN 
NANASE’S 
ESTIMATED 
TIME OF DEATH 
WAS BETWEEN 
MIDNIGHT AND 

HATSUMI ONE IN THE 


DIDN’T HAVER «= MORNING. 
WINDOW OF TIME 
BIG ENOUGH 
TO LEAVE HER 
HOTEL, TRAVEL 
OVER SOO KM* 
TO MAKURAZAKA, 
KILL HER SISTER, 
AND MAKE 
IT BACK TO 
HOKKAIDO. 























xABOUT 310 MI. | 

















= HATSUMI! 
WOULD HAVE 
PROFITED 
FROM HER 
SISTER'S 


HATSUMI NANASE 
HAD GONE TO 
HOKKAIDO WITH 
FIVE OF HER 
SHE WAS “'NCLUDING HER” 
STAYING 
Ste BOYFRIEND, TO 
HOTEL IN VISIT SOME HOT 


SPRINGS 
HOKKAIDO 
NIGHT 
OF THE 


INCIDENT. 














APPARENTLY, 
HATSUMI HAD INVITED 
HER FRIENDS ON 
THAT TRIP AS AN 
APOLOGY FOR ALL 
THE TROUBLE THE 
MEDIA HAD CAUSED 
THEIR FAMILIES. 















































BUT THE 
HAVE INVESTI- THINK IT’S 
GATED EVERY A GOOD 

POSSIBLE MODE IDEA TO 

TATION. CONCLU- 


AND THEY 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
ONLY TRUSTED 
HER FRIENDS 
FIND LOVER— 
THEY WOULD 
HAVE ASKED 
HOTEL EMPLOYEES, 
fh ere. ro 

















DURING THE 
INVESTIGATION, 
SHE WAS THE 

ONLY ONE... 


08 WHO 
EXPRESSED 
DOUBT THAT HER 
SISTER WOULD 
KILL HERSELF 
OR WOULD HAVE 
BEEN IN A MENTAL 


Aen, 
nana, 


LERRARAAOR 


App RO ARARAAAA, 
pexeroonrccrn 


ts 


STATE WHERE 
SHE WOULD 


SHE 
ADAMANTLY CONSIDER IT. 
REFUSED TO 


= eee 


BELIEVE /T. 


SN 
\N 


COMMENTS 
TO THAT 
EFFECT 
IN THE 
TABLOIDS. 























THE 
BIGGEST 
QUESTION 
SURROUNDING 
KARIN NANASE’S 
DEATH 16 
HATSUMI 
NANASE 
HERSELF. 












































HARUKO 


e } WOULD 
cia Mee NEVER KILL 
PERSON TO HERSELF. 
BUCKLE UNDER 
PRESSURE, AND | 
SHE HAD A LOT 7 
OF CONFIDENCE : . 
IN HER LOOKS, ON, 





























































































































Z SHE WOULD 
Se | aN i NOT LET HERSELF 
Ly Wi GET SMASHED 
See : IN THE FACE BY 
CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT! THAT'S 
MUCH TOO UGLY 
A DEATH FOR 
HER. 




























ay ARE YOU 

e\ SURE THERE'S 
NO CHANCE 
THAT SOME- 
BODY KILLED 

































THEY PROVED 
HER ALIBI EARLY 
ON, AND SHE 
HAD NOTHING 
TO LOSE FROM 
A MURDER 
INVESTIGATION. 


BUT 
IT’S STILL 
WEIRD THAT 
SHE WOULD 
PROTEST 
THE POLICE’S 
OPINION WHEN 
THEY WERE 
LEANING MORE 
TOWARD IT 
BEING AN 
ACCIDENT. 

















BUT IF 
SUSPECT, 
ALONE 


WRAPPED 





EVERYTHING 
UP QUICKLY. 


THE 

















TO BELIEV 
THAT HER 
SISTER 
HAD KILLE 


SHE WAS A HERSELF IF 


THEY WERE 
THEN THAT NORMAL 


SISTERS. 


WOULD MAKE 
IT BETTER FOR 
HER IF THEY 


SHE KEPT 
ASKING THE IN- 
VESTIGATORS 


QUESTIONS, 
EVEN AFTER 
THEY RULED IT 
AN ACCIDENT. 


I UNDER- 
STAND HER 
NOT WANTING 


we THAT’S THE 

TESTIMONY 

WE HAVE ON 
RECORD. 






SAME 
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D 
























































































WHAT DID 

: \ . THE POLICE 

clo \\ j a is aaa A MA KE OF THE 
f $ SISTER’S 

REACTION? 



























IT LOOKS 
LIKE THEY DECIDED 
THAT, NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH SHE HATED HER 


FELT GUILTY ABOUT 
WHAT HAPPENED; AND 
WOULDN’T WANT TO 

AFTER ALL, YOU ACCEPT THAT IT COULD 


COULD SAY SHE 
WASONE OFTHE: Ao eee 


REASONS THAT 
KARIN WOULD 
LOSE HER WILL 
TO DODGE A 
STEEL GIRDER. 
































AND 


















IN THAT 
CASE, IT 
WOULD BE 
EASIER ON 
HER CON- 
POLICE SCIENCE IF 
eal HER SISTER 
HAD BEEN 
NANASE’S 
DEATH, THEN MURDERED. 
ax THEY’RE 
VAY PROBABLY 
| \J RIGHT ABOUT 
ad / }\ HER SISTER, 
nN O. 

















SOMETIMES 












































































PEOPLE 
UNDERSTAND ao ee 
IT’S Bans Paine THAT SHE WAS 
POSSIBLE “THEY DOM’T SO SURE THAT, 
THAT SOME- GET ALONG, XIE SHE WERE 
Ne. URiGHi: GOING TO DIE, 
|) SHE WAS THE IT WOULDN’T BE 
ONLY ONE LIKE THAT.” 
CAPABLE OF 
NOTICING. 
AN 
ae i 
) ’ 
] — 
OKAY, 
IWANAGA. 





WHAT 
REALLY 
HAPPENED? 







WHATEVER 


GOOD IDEA 
OF WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


















BUTI 
DIDN’T 
UTILIZE THE 
USUAL 
THERE METHODS 
WERE SO MANY THIS TIME. 
PEOPLE RROUND 
DURING THE 
DAY, I COULDN’T 
MANAGE TO 
GET INTO THE 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE. 















SO LET’S 
GO RIGHT 
NOW. 

















TO FIND A. 
WITNESS. jy 





= (Mu 
eS) 
vi ME EY” a 


——A 


PLEASE 
ee GET OFF OF 
S7 IT’S BEEN : ME, SAKI-SAN. 
MORE THAN j\\ WHY DID I CAN’T 
HALF A YEAR }\\ YOU TAKE MOVE. 
SINCE KARIN }\\\ ME HEREP/ 

































































\ KS 
NSN 
Sasi 


N 








AS 

























YOU'RE 
RIGHT, THERE 
IS NOTHING 
HERE. AND NOW, 
THERE AREN'T 
EVEN ANY 
SEE US. 








PLUS, IT’S 
A TIME OF 
NIGHT WHEN 
TO FIND. NON- 
AND ABOUT. 


SCENES OF 


—N DEATHS AND 
MURDERS... 


HAVE A 
NATURAL 
TENDENCY... 





008 TO 
ATTRACT 
SUCH 
THINGS! 








; | 7 APPARENTLY, 

eneeeo SHE'S JUST 

/ “| PRIESTESS \ NOT HAPPY 

i IT’S WHAT 7 S| DANCE// UNTIL SHE 

Hf COOLEST! | \ i / fi \. DOES THAT. 
yr a3 ; fe, (i, 


PRIESTESSES 
DRAW MAGIC 
CIRCLES? 

















































































































































AND WHO 
ARE YOU 





































































































































































































= S : SHOWING 
OFF FORP 
: WHO 
eee a3 ELSEP THE | 
, Z INDIVIDUAL 
i 
‘“ Z FP TO-FIND-A ABOUT TO 
Xie SUMMON 




















































































































































































































eestetaretatatatetatatata 




























































































A HUMAN 
GHOST. 
WHAT 
LUCK. 

















































































































ARE YOU 2 E 
OUR LADY a wf, 
, pA VE OF THE ONE iis — at mes \ i f= —_ ef 
oe EYE AND 
HEARD = ONE LEGP 
THE CITY : | 
SPOOKS 
TALKING | 




















WHICH 
MEANS 
THAT’S... 





























































































































BY THE BY, 
HAVE YOU 


PaONGe : THERE’S 


HUMAN 
IN THERE, 
ur TOO. 
YES, 
MA’AM, len't he 
HE’S Awesome? 
QUITE 
DREADFUL. 











| 
HY NG 
¥ | 


|| N 
HN TE | 
ot 
1h 






















YES, I/VE 
I WAS BEEN HERE 
WORKING EVER SINCE 
THEN I ONTHE  TDIED LAST 
ASSUME CONSTRUC- YEAR. 
YOU KNOW TION OVER 
THAT THERE aaa 
WRS A “WHOOPS!” 
ACCIDENT I’M DEAD. 
HERE LATE 
LAST 
MY 
JANUARY. CONDO- 


LENCES. 


fil I wer 




































































































































































































































































































IF YOU 

A YOUNG S EO 
WOMAN... SIRO | TO KNOW 
Ca) SN | ANYTHING 
~ (3) | ABOUT IT, 
fp I WOULD 
LOVE TO 

a HEAR IT. 





































MOMENT 
OF HER 
DEATH! 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































YES, I 
REMEMBER 
THE ACCIDENT 
LIKE IT WAS 
YESTERDAY. 


‘| li 


mn 











TED. 


DEWEC 







































































Baisden 


aaurnnuciiin 


























































































































































































































































































































THE POOR 
THING... I 
HEARD THAT 
SHE’S BECOME 
EONLyT VENGEFUL 
SPIRIT AND 
HAD BEEN 
IS WREAKING 
STRONGER, | 
HAVOC ALL Poy 
MAYBE T OVER THE Pounce, 
COULD HAVE CITY. —S eo. 
STOPPED Sie 
ALL THIS. 3 


DON’T 
BLAME 
YOURSELF. A 
THIS IS YOUR & Oo 2Pr = tan 


FAULT. SoS 

















SHE... SHE 
MIGHT AS THAT... 
WELL HAVE 
KILLED 
HERSELF 





















































STEEL LADY 
NANASE ISN/T 
A VENGEFUL 
SPIRIT. SHE’S 
A DIFFERENT 
ero. KIND OF 
INFORMB- MONSTER. 


TION MAY 
HELP US 
TO DEFEAT 
HER. 













































































































































































































NANASE PUT 











































































































































































































pe? pu AND ON A BOLD 
iar THAT FINAL FRONT, BUT IN 

g COMMENT REALITY, SHE 
Zt So ON HER BLOG WAS A NORMAL 
HES A MUST HAVE WOMAN WHOSE 
: THAT TOOK HURT JUST LIKE 

fa EVERY OUNCE EVERYBODY 

4 OF COURAGE A ELSE. 
SHE HAD i ; e 































































































































































































































































































































































































JAPAN'S 
POLICE DO 






ieee. an EXCELLENT | 

ACCIDENTAL * WORK. 
DEATH 

BORDERING 


ON 
SUICIDE. 





W=— 
























AND HER 
SISTER 
HATSUMI’S 
TESTIMONY 
WAIT \is PROBABLY 
A JUST WHAT 
MIN- } THE POLICE 
UTE! SUSP— 






THAT?! 

































































DEDUCTION, oe 
NO HyPOTH- | ——— 
ESIZING— | ~ 
NOTHING! | 






































EYE-WITNESS 
TESTIMONY 
FROM AN UN- 
BIASED THIRD 
PARTY. WHAT 
BETTER WAY 
TO GET ALL 
THE FACTS? 


YOU 
KNOW THE 
WHOLE 
STORY, AND 
ALL YOU HAD 


























WHEN ALL IT 
TAKES IS A 
LITTLE INVES- 


WRACKING TIGATION, 
OUR BRAINS 
TO FIND A 
SOLUTION 
IS JUST A 
WASTE OF 
ENERGY. 








OF 
ENERGY. { 





THEN WHY 
DID I HAVE 
TO TELL YOU 
WHAT IT SAID 
IN THE POLICE 
THERE’S REPORTS?/ 
NO 
MYSTERY 
































MK 
LES 









in TO uy EN 
= wEFTZYHUO 
nasa pur Ofere 
- — xs & — (D td way ENZ 
a aaqcasSap2z, Cc 
=e) OuwtSaz7qhZ 
uw) NOHOZXVYNO Q 
<= On®ty%c 






BUT 
KNOWING 
WHAT THE 

PUBLIC SEES 
AS TRUTH, 
AND WHAT 

CONCLUSIONS 
CAN BE DRAWN 


FROM THAT... 


0 








IMPORTANT, 
TOO. 


O 

SKS 

RRO 
S355 2552520529 
“aratetetetatate’ 
SNOB 


AIND IF 
THE PUBLIC 
ACCEPTS 
CERTAIN 
INFORMATION 
AS TRUTH, 











2KN 
F905 A QO x 
rer NeLAX 
FEQOOE , SSeS 
ok 7Z2Zw O KES 
Tc iArOOR ly~ KR SY 
OnE Gra SBereh 
wiFE CA <a 
SAAT 
ECO OF 






















I WILL USE 


WHATEVER | 

va CAN TO \\, | / K ! : 

FICTION... ‘e yy : ys A GODDESS 
su FIND SANK OF WISDOM. 


TO MAKE \— . | 
; a 
FICTION 
ING. 

























TWILL MAKE » | COULD COUNT 
STRONGER, || rani 
Spirit! “S : wales 


PASS ON FORWARD! 


TO THE 
AFTERLIFE IF 
I REMAIN A 
POWERLESS 
HAUNT! 


































































SN 
SS 
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YASS 
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| 
) 
HH 













































































Ett 








| 
ih 
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aaa 7 

fe SET 
eS 

ae et 







































































IF YOU DO 
SUDDENLY, 
IT ALL SEEMS 








ty PRESENT AN 
‘ APPEALING, LIKE SUCH A 
N vs — WELL THOUGHT- HAREBRAINED 
| | | — WHETHER ruth _ 
wm |S | g OR NOT SOLUTION, 
i , = THE INTERNET 
8 -- |} ‘aecept it 
| ee MACK. 
Ss LUCK. 
THIS IS 
A SPACE WHERE 
Nee OEP 
we 
PEOPLE CAN “G 
WRITE WHATEVER | = 
; THEY WANT—CAN | 
YOU REALLY | 





YOUR WILL? 














PEOPLE 





































rene 
ALWAYS 
SOME 
PEOPLE MAY all 
APPROVE OF TO BE 
sie A REALISTIC LOGICAL. 
ope EXPLANATION 


TOR 
WON'T 
MYSTERIOUS 
nee te OCCURRENCE, 


RUINING 
THEIR FUN— 
THEY’LL JUST 

KEEP ON 
BELIEVING IN 
GHOSTS. 


ae 
aie, 

















AND YOU DON’T 
KNOW HOW THEY 
BALANCE OUT. 
CAN YOUR LIE 
HAVE ANY POWER 
OVER THEM? 















































































































































IT’S NOT y 
THAT SIMPLE \ 7 _ aeoUNe Me 


TO GET THAT’S WHY 
PEOPLE’S y IT’S NOT EASY 
THOUGHT 4A FOR IMAGINARY 

PROCESSES 3 MONSTERS 
ALLTOFLOW & TO COME INTO 


IN ONE 
DIRECTION. EES 

















THERE’S : 

1 SOME CATALYST 

THAT CAUSES 
PEOPLE TO 

SUPPORT THE 

IMPOSSIBLE. 































































WE WON’T 



























































KNOW HOW SOME 
MANY PEOPLE TRIGGER 
WILL BELIEVE THAT MAKES 

US UNTIL THEM TURN 
WE’VE TRIED. THEIR BACK 





NEVERTHELESS, 
EVERY LIE HAS AT 
LEAST A CHANCE 
OF BEING 
BELIEVED. 















WE‘/RE 
ALREADY 
AT A DIS- 

ADVANTAGE 

BECAUSE OF 

HOW FAR THE 



















































































































































































































































































































RUMORS OF 
AND WE... STEEL LADY 
. NANASE HAVE 
af \ SPREAD. ve 
1 4 I aa 
Jp, — 




















































































































we THEN KURG- 
SENPAI CAN 
TURN THE 
PROBABILITY 
OF IT GAINING 
SUPPORT TO 
100%. 



































IF IT PREPARE 
A LIE THAT HAS 
THE SLIGHTEST 

CHANCE OF 

ENTICING THE 

INTERNET... 





YOU DIDN’T 
SURVIVE EATING 
KUDAN MEAT 
FOR NOTHING, 






































THERE’S A 
BUSINESS 
HOTEL 


BY THE 


/ IF THEY 
DON’T Have STATION: 


A ROOM 
FOR ME, I 
COULD KILL 
TIME AT AN 
INTERNET 
CAFE. 


NOW’S 
NOT THE 
TIME FOR 





I THOUGHT 
THAT MIGHT 
HAPPEN, 
SO I’°VE 
RESERVED 
A DOUBLE 
ROOM. 





OOH, 
SENPAI/ 


KEEP IT Lae Nae 7 ® 
DOWN/ és o- : : \6 \ 

Bes 1 | skool Lad 
i's me ind Nanage 
of Khe Manr. 



















AND (Moai THEY 

QUES- — \fnats RETURNED 

TIONED - TO HER 
H OU: SE. 00a 












HER, 
UNTIL) ) 
AFTER LLY 


2 ALM. 








bout 
eo SAKI-SAN 






















wea GAVE US ALL 
ie THE INFOR- 
. MATION WE 
To  — REQUIRE- 
MENTS. 











HAVE SOME 
IDER OF WHAT 
“SOLUTION” 

OM a YOURE GOING 
~ laa y \ TO INVENT? 











MAYBE THE 
COMPANY WITH 
THE RIGHTS 
TO HER PHOTO 
BOOK AND CD 
IS PULLING A 
PUBLICITY STUNT 
TO GET THEM TO 
TOP THE CHARTS 


\)J\ THE MEDIA... 


‘WHY 
WOULD SOME- 
ONE DRESS 
LIKE STEEL LADY 
NANASE AND 
ATTACK PEOPLE 
NIGHT AFTER 
NIGHT?” 


IF YOU 
PUT YOUR 
MIND TO IT, 
YOU COULD 
COME UP 
WITH ANY 
NUMBER OF 
MOTIVES. 


BUT IT’S 


DIFFICULT TO SAY 
IF ANY OF THOSE 
EXPLANATIONS 
WOULD HAVE 
ENOUGH IMPACT 


SO YOU 
WANT A 
TRUTH THAT’S 
NOT REALITY, 
BUT JUST A 
STORY. 


TO ATTRACT 
PEOPLE’S 
ATTENTION 


AND GET THEM 


TO WANT TO 
BELIEVE. 


IT MAY HAVE 

A STRONGER 
PULL IF WE CAN 

BELIEVABLY 
LINK IT TO PAST 
INCIDENTS AND 

POLISH IT UP 

INTO A REAL 

TEARJERKER. 





THE COLD, 
: HARD TRUTH 
fg Va IS EVERY- 
ONCE WE | Ly, 
HAVE OUR | é 
STORY, IT 
WILL BE YOUR 
TURN, KURG- 
SENPAI. 


Th "IE GET BEHIND 
At 3 MANY Nes EXPLA- 
TIMES AS 


NATION. 
IT TAKES. 





THERE ISN’T 
JUST ONE FUTURE 
THAT'S SET IN 
STONE, 


IF YOU LOOK 
FORWARD FROM THIS 
POINT IN TIME, THE FUTURE 
BRANCHES OUT AND 
CHANGES, CONSTANTLY 
SPREADING OUT INTO 
DIFFERENT PATHS. 





THE ROAD 
FORKS INFINITELY 
FOR EVERY 
POSSIBLE EVENT, 
REACHING OUT LIKE 
THE BRANCHES 

OF A TREE. 
Ei 


ee 


mw ALL es THERE'S A 
THE BRANCHES e PATH TO ANY 


BEHIND YOU FALL Bs. FUTURE YOU 
AWAY, AND THE COULD WANT. 
PAST BECOMES A : EVERY FUTURE 
SINGLE ROAD, IS POSSIBLE, 


AND WHEN 
YOU CHOOSE 
A PATH AND \~__ 
MOVE DOWN} s XN Aa 


| Ts va x \ \ . . 
QS, LS Qa 
\ Xe a 


i Yi yj 
/ 






























































THE FUTURE 
REMAINS 
UNKNOWN AND 
CHANGEABLE, 


YOU WERE 
DESTINED TO 
BREAK UP WITH 
SAKI-SAN. 

















RUNNING INTO 
THAT KAPPA 
WAS DESTINY, 


THE FACT THAT 
YOU MET ME IN 
THE MIDST OF 
THOSE INFINITE 
FUTURES MEANS 
IT MUST HAVE 
BEEN DESTINY. 


BUT BASED ON 
THAT REASONING, 
IT WOULD BE 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
SEE THE FUTURE. 















































































































































THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 
PATH BEHIND 
YOU, AND AN 
INFINITY OF 
PATHS 
AHEAD, 





THE BEST \ee ee 
YOU CAN DO Le IF IT HAS 
IS SAY THAT | = INFINITE BRANCHES, 
IT'S POSSIBLE, mY 1 THEN YOU CAN'T 
RIGHT? = CLAIM THAT IT'S 
a” HEADED FOR ONE 
DESTINATION. 


2 
SA al, 



































KUDAN TELLS 
THE FUTURE 
AND IS NEVER 





















































HOW DO 
YOU EXPLAIN 
THAT CON- 
TRADICTION? 





PROPHESIES, 
IT’S NOT JUST 
TELLING WHAT 














A nk THEIR 
x POWER 
LETS THEM 
DETERMINE 
WHERE THE 
FUTURE WILL 
Go— 


IT’S THE 
POWER TO 
DECIDE THE 

FUTURE. 


Vy 
th, 


THAT’S THE 
POWER OF 
THE PROPHET 
BEASTP 


THE KUDAIN 
TAKES THOSE 
INFINITE BRANCHES 
OF THE FUTURE, 
AND NARROWS 
THEM INTO 





THE KUDAN 
PAYS FOR USING 
THAT POWER 
WITH ITS LIFE, 


IT SEES 
ALL THE 
POSSIBLE 
FUTURES, 


CHOOSES 
ONE OF THEM, 
FIND MAKES ALL 
BRANCHES 
CONVERGE INTO 
THAT ONE POINT, 
lj , THAT PROBABLY 
1 THE KUDAIN Vy Y\ SAPS AWAY ALL 
ALWAYS CHOOSE yy i ITS LIFE FORCE. 
SUCH OMINOUS | , 
FUTURES. 


mei 


/ 
y yj ’ 


Wifi 


FROM THE DAY 
Al KUDAN IS BORN, 
IT |S DOOMED 
7 is TO CHOOSE A 

THEIR DEATHS FUTURE AND DIE, 

CURSING THEIR 

BIRTH AND THE 

WORLD THAT GAVE 
LIFE TO THEM. 





















































i} THERE ARE 
¥ | RESTRICTIONS? 






BUT IT’S 
NOT LIKE I 
CAN PICK ANY 
FUTURE, 











vl CAN'T USE 
THE POWER 
WHENEVER I 
WANT TO, 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































IF I'M 
FIRST, 
ae Oey I CAN'T SEE THE 
THE POWER. BRANCHES OF THE 
hea 1S UN- FUTURE UNLESS 
SECOND LOCKED, I [ ae 
TO SEE THE 
FUTURES 
AND . 
CHOOSE | 
Fi Ee S = 
; 5 = 



























































MY BODY 
MAY BE DULL 
TO PAIN, BUT 

SINCE LOOKING 

AT THE FUTURE 

BRINGS DEATH, 

IT INSTINCTIVELY 
KEEPS THAT 

ABILITY IN 

CHECK, 























































































































T DIE 





THEY 


DON" 
BECAUSE THEY 











PROPHESY, 








THE KUDAN, 
TOO, 


WAY FOR 





BUT THEY 
ARE ALLOWED 
TO PROPHESY 

BECAUSE THEY'RE 
ABOUT TO DIE. 





V/ 
= Ys SSS 
4 ms rN 
\y 
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IS A PRIVILEGE 


GRANTED TO THOSE 
ON THE BRINK 
OF DEATH. 





THEN MAYBE 
SEEING THE FUTURE 





























| 





YOU SAY 
IT LIKE IT 
DOESN'T APPLY 
TO YOU, 
COME BACK 
TO LIFE, 





























AND IF 
IT’S NOT A AND I CAN 
VERY LIKELY 4 


ao ONLY CHOOSE 
FUTURE, . "= FUTURE THAT'S 
THEN ITS | “4 VERY CLOSE, 
BRANCH IS | |e a : AND PROBABLY 
FAR AWAY on — GOING TO HAPPEN 
AND HARD ar ANYWAY, 
oe | WHEN YOU GET 
- TO Al YEAR, OR 
EVEN SIX MONTHS 


FROM NOW, THERE 
ARE TOO MANY 
BRANCHES. I 
CAN'T SEE ALL OF 
THEM, LET ALONE 

CHOOSE ONE. 


BUT I CAN ONLY 


\ Zi Ze IT’S NOT 
CHOOSE REALLY Cee 


NORMAL FUTURES — 
ONES THAT ARE SO 
EASY TO MAKE 
HAPPEN THAT I 


LIKE I CAN‘T 
DECIDE THE 
FUTURE A WEEK 
FROM NOW... 


WOULDN'T EVEN NEED but | 
MY POWERS. ‘wight 

get it 

Fo VAIN. 

















I HAVE AN 
ANNOUNCE- 


BY THE WAY, 
KURO-SAN, 


‘KYtoko Iwanaga-dono 


Letter of |A te I GOT THE \ 
CHEE ONO CEPA peeuiTs OF MY 


We are pleased to inform yo ENTRANCE EXAM. 
yu passed the exam for I PASSED! 


ce into our law progr: 


WELL, 
I FIGURED 
bee eaery I THOUGHT 
GET IN YOU WOULD BE 
: AT A GREATER 
L086 FOR 


SOUNDS 
LIKE A LOT 
MORE 
TROUBLE 
THAN IT'S 

WORTH, 
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VOD SD 
U5 Re & 
WuAhk> 
= sl 
Raes 











ee. toes 


<a 


I THINK 
THERE WAS A 
FUTURE WHERE 

SHE WAS 
DESTROYED, 
BUT NOT 
ONE THAT 
I COULD 


THERE "REACH, 


WERE 
TOO MANY 
BRANCHES— 
I WOULDN’T 
HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO 
SORT 
THROUGH 
THEM ALL 
IN TIME. 


I BARELY 
HAD ENOUGH 
TIME TO GRAB 
ONE THAT WOULD 
DEFINITELY LET 
ME BEAT HER. 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHEN STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
KILLED YOU 
EARLIER, YOU 
DIDN’T HAPPEN 
TO SEE A FUTURE 
WHERE SHE 
HAD BEEN 
DESTROYED, 
DID YOUP 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IN THAT 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































= FUTURE, HE 
= DODGED THE 
STEEL BEAM, 
GOT THE 
STEEL LADY 
aoe cee | IN A HEAD- 
sere ge 2 SNAPPED 
| THAT COULD DODGE THE HER NECK. 
| EASILY BEAM, AND 
HAPPEN, STRONG a 
AND THAT’S ENOUGH TO ee =o 
HOW HE BREAK HER 
WAS ABLE NECK. =——s 
TO DECIDE 
THAT IT =e 
WOULD. 
= p= 
E 7 = = 
: BUT HE 
ee COULDN'T 
wee = SELECT A 
=a my 
—— BEAT HER 
o. = ONCE AND 
FOR ALL. 











































































































































































































oe BUT 
THAT 
BRANCH 
WAS 
OUT OF 
SENPAI’S 
REACH. 


THE LIKELIHOOD 
OF SUCH A 
FUTURE WAS 
EXTREMELY LOW 


AT THAT POINT 
IN TIME—IT 
MIGHT HAVE 
HAPPENED 
IF ENOUGH 
MIRACLES CHME 
INTO PLAY... 











/IF IT CAN 
JUST GIVE 
HIM THE 
POSSIBILITY, 
THEN WE 
CAN DEFEAT 
STEEL LADY 


NANASE. 


WHO’S 
TALKING. 





IF I DIE, 
I’LL COME 
BACK, BUT 
IF YOU DIE, 
THAT’S IT. 








SOT 
NEED TO 
PUT THAT 

FUTURE 

WHERE 
HE CAN 
REACH IT. 





WILL MAKE 
IT A CER- 
TAINTY. 


BUT YOU 
COULDNT 
BEAT HER. 


BECAUSE 

YOU KEEP 
THINKING 

YOU CAN 
DO EVERY- 
THING BY 
YOURSELF. 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE WHO 
CAN’T JUST 
DO WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 
AND ALWAYS 
COME OUT 
UNSCATHED. 


ABANDONS \) 
ME FOR A 
WEEK AND 
NOW HE’S 

ACTING 

OVERPRO- 

TECTIVEP 


aoe ABOUT 





IT WOULD 
BE MUCH 
TOO 
COMPLI- 
CATED TO 
EXPLAIN. 
















RIGHT. 
AND WE 
DON’T KNOW 
THAT SHE HAS 

ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH 
= THIS CASE. 





























DID YOU + SEN- 
EVER THINK PAI. 
ABOUT USING 
YOUR POWER 
OVER THE 
FUTURE TO 
CHOOSE ONE 
WHERE YOU 
AND SAKI-SAN 
\ DIDN’T BREAK 
uPP 






F I THOUGHT ‘ 
I COULD GET 
AWRY WITH THAT, 











I COULDN’T 


















THE FIRST THING USE MY — 
I’D DO WOULD POWERS | 
BE TO GETA FOR THAT. 
FUTURE WHERE IT JUST 
I BREAK UP WOULDN'T 
WITH YOU. BE RIGHT. 
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WHEN 
SOMETHING 
LEAVES 
YOU FOR 


DID TRY TO GET 

A FUTURE WHERE 

SAKI-SAN AND I 
STAYED TOGETHER, 









we YOU 


IMPOSSIBLE 
MIRACLE 
TO GET IT 
BACK. 


I DON’T THINK A 
FUTURE LIKE THAT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN 
WITHIN MY REACH. 
































es 


THIS POWER 
IS PRETTY MUCH 
ONLY GOOD FOR 
AVOIDING A FEW 
MISFORTUNES 
| AND MISSED 
‘\, OPPORTUNITIES. 


I’M 





go 
Mee 


: ee 
Le 


I MAY BE 
ABLE TO GRAB 
HOLD OF THE 
FUTURE, BUT THE 
CHANGES ARE 
INFINITE AND 
COMPLICATED. 
I CAN’T GET TO 
WHERE I WANT 
TO BE WITH- 
OUT SOME 
EFFORT. 
























































YEAH, AND A 
BOYFRIEND 


WHO KILLED 
HIMSELF 
MULTIPLE TIMES 


NOT ONLY 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT MY 


IMAGE, 
OKAY? 


2 \ 


CARES AS 

LONG AS 

YOU CAN 
PEDAL/ 


I CANT 
PEDAL, 
THAT’S 
WHY I 
CARE. 


TO GET HIS 
GIRLFRIEND 
BACK WOULD 
LOOK PRETTY 
PATHETIC. 


TOO LOW. 


eae 
WII (II 
) 










































































H 
6- 
SENPAI’S 
FEELINGS FOR 
WEAK. 


SAKI-SAN. 
I KNOW 
THAT YOU 
HAVE SOME 
AFFECTION 
FOR ME 
SENPAI. 
THERE ARE 
SIGNS THAT 
KUR 
OTHERS ARE 
VERY 


TO START 





DON’T 
WORRY. I’M 
PRETTY SURE 
IT’S TOO LATE 





NO 





SO 
SAY, *I’LL 
NEVER 
LEAVE 

YOU, 
WHAT, 
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uw 
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rs 





FEELS THE 
SAME WAY. 





: ca aati cd 
ae ~ 


i 
o 
i 
fe 


Reteteteeetapes 
RaRHE 
eteetete 
TERE 


OR 
SWEAR I’LL MATTER 


MAKE YOU 
HAPPY. 
SOMETHING 
PASSIONATE 
LIKE THAT. 








THAT’S 
ANOTHER 


THE 
WAY YOU 


BOTHERS 
ME. 
ACT LIKE 









WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 
ME TO SAY? 


2 POR Sen ea 
i EN SS 


fs 
is 


ete 
te 
titi 

etait 


reecatatetatttese 
eet 
ft 


ereseetetyeaetetatetetytedetetetetetatettetetetetatetltetetetetetety 
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| 
eeerateterasateteratcteraraeteaeecteracapetarretteraraptrarrettareege 
| 
Ritter apn tt tte 


ae! 
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: 
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eetete ge 
ertecesetede 









































THING THAT 
YOU KNOW 

WHAT SHE’S 
THINKING. 


meter 
eEeereresptereeatere 


















erates trneneeete 
PE 



















































































SO WEAK 

HAT I FEEL 
LIKE HE MAY 

LEAVE ME 
ONE DAY AND 


re 
re 
Hi 
fi 
pon 
reattte 


THINK THAT 
HE’S DOING 


7, 











































































































—_ 
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[EE 





T WONDER 

IF HI 
IMMORTALITY | 
HAS MADE HIM 
AFRAID TO GET 


ATTACHED TO 
ANYONE. 
























BECAUSE 
APPARENTLY, 
THAT’S WHAT 
BROUGHT HIS 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH SAKI-SAN 
TO SUCH A 
PAINFUL CON- 
CLUSION. 











| eh 
| tem _ -— 
ar << 
g 


ANYWAY, 
TO GET TO 
THE HOTEL, 

GO STRAIGHT 
AND TURN 

RIGHT AT 
THE FIRST 

TRAFFIC 

LIGHT. 











IELEINM 
CASUALTIES, 
LORIUP, 

THEICRITERIA 


EORIMYA 
INVENTED: 
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MAYBE I 
SHOULD 
HAVE ASKED 
THEM TO 
STAY THE 
NIGHT. 








COULON'T [Hi \ WSS \ THEN... 
POSSIBW ttt \ Sy ry \ 

SLEE? IN 
SUCH A 
DREARY 

APARTMENT. 





I JUST 
KNOW 
THAT’S WHAT 
WOULD HAVE ae) 
FH f/f pe \ HAPPENED. 7 
s/o —y {| COME ALONG, 
a” ig [mn KURO-SENPAI. 
WE CAN 
SHARE THE 
BED IN MY 
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KURG-KUN | 
WOULD | 
NEVER GIVE | 
ME THAT 
KIND OF 
ATTITUDE, 
NOT EVEN |. 
AS A UOKE, 


wlMA 
LITTLE 
JEALOUS. 











HE _| THINKING 
CHANGED. | IT, MAYBE 
| HE WAS 
TOO 
RESERVED. 


EATEN 
MERMAID 
MEAT. 

IF HE’S 
GOING TO 
LOOK LIKE 
THAT 
FOREVER... 





AND HE 
JUST 
MIGHT— 
THAT’S 
PART OF 
WHY I 
DECIDED 
NOT TO 
MARRY 










N ‘ Lue 
rom woor NO- 


HIM. 


BREAKING 
UP WITH 
HIM MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
THE RIGHT 
THING 
TO DO. 











AIND THE 


KUDAN— 
OUR TRUMP 


per 


in 
SRR nnn 
ARR sn 


TRH 


eel 


ittrinialadiy 


CARD IN 
DEFEATING 


STEEL LADY 
NANASE— THE 


PROPHETIC 


BEAST 
THAT CAN 


SEE THE 
FUTURE. 


. 
K 
Si 
= 


HEAVY A 


BURDEN 
FOR ME. 
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WEBS! 











hae 


mete by Request 09/03-23:55- 10:7ésaeth 
away! 


name: Withheld by Request 09/03 23:57 ID:km j9n 
TI just -got-attacked by Steel Lady Nanase 
































































































































<406> 


<HO7> 


<H08> 


<409> 


something to-do-with her, too, 
Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 00:10_09/03- 22:56 Ipilogsjd 


>>OS 
Is that true? I live near there! You're scaring me! 


Name: Withhetd_by Request—09/04-00:11 —ID:tx07gh 
She can't bein alt those places at once. Something's Fishy. 


Name: Withhetd by Request 09/04 00:20 —ID:mircvo 
I've been_wandering around town trying to get Nanase-on video; 
but I haven't seen her once, 


Name: Withheld _by Request 09/04 00:23 IDixyjigplFH7 
She‘'s_attacking-so_many people, 1 wouldn't be surprised iF — 




























































































WHO IN THE 























WHAIT ARE 
YOU DOING 
OUT HERE, 
DRESSED LIKE 
THAT, IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT? 





Bete 
2 


jj 


SS SSS 





DRESS AND 

CARRYING A 

STEEL BEAM, 
JUST LIKE THE 


RUMORS SAID. 


N 


ENS 
y 


Al WOMAIN 
WITH NO FACE, 
WEARING A RED 


4 





Ths, 
Rerun 
BSE, 


ao NN 
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OR IO 
SORKC 
Ses 
So tee 
Rx 
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Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 09 
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banela by Request 09/0H 09 
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U6 Shae have to do with 
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& T0 BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 4 


BUS? Wa ie io 


IN/SPECTRE 






(and | mentioned this in the foreword and on the belly band of 
; the Japanese edition) was mostly inspired by “Lust of the White 
Serpent,” a story from the Ugetsu Monogatari anthology compiled by 
Ueda Akinari back in the Edo Era. 


In “Lust of the White Serpent,” there’s a passage where an actual spectre 
gives a rational explanation as to why the bizarre phenomenon that she 
herself had caused through her spectre powers were not actually caused 
by a spectre, which was an unusual twist that left a deep impression on 
me. Then there’s the government official who has no trouble believing in 
the supernatural and uses discretion when dealing with the characters 
publicly, but when another character hears the rational explanation, he 
quickly rejects the idea of the paranormal, as if it’s only common sense 
that there wouldn’t be any such supernatural activity “in this day and 
age,” and so we see another curious disconnect between worldviews. 
And | think that disconnect stood out even more because it was written 
in an older time, about an even older time. 


Some of you may be thinking, “So what?” but even as worldviews and 
logic are warped and twisted, everything somehow comes together the 
way it’s supposed to and the world looks like everything works just fine, 
but something’s not right—that’s the sense that l got from that story, 
and in some ways, l was trying to re-create it. 


Now a murder has taken place in the manga, raising the bar on what 
Kotoko lwanaga must do to win, but this is where the story will be 
moving into its solution arc. There are some developments that are 
going to be even harder to turn into a manga, and l’m worried that 
Katase-sensei’s going to yell at me, “You can only put so much dialogue 
into something!” lL really can’t just be a casual reader. 


Well, | hope you'll read the next volume. 
Kyo Shirodaira 


lam Kyo Shirodaira, the original author who, as always, is 
enjoying this manga as just another reader. This is volume 
three. Despite what l said, | can’t exactly just read the 
series as a form of lighthearted entertainment. 


Especially because, since l wrote the original book a few 
years ago, l’ve lost the sense that ’m reading my own 
work, so L’ll get all haughty, and think things like, “Listen 
to that dialogue! This author has no idea how to write,” 
and then, after a minute, l’ll realize that | was the author—l 
wrote that dialogue—and that gets pretty awkward (then 
| check the novel to see what l wrote, and sure enough, 
it was my writing all along). But other times, ll think, 
“Wow, whoever chose that wording really knows how to 
write,” and immediately reply with, “What a way to talk 
about yourself!” and get ferociously embarrassed. l just 
can’t win. 


Anyway, | think in this volume we’re finally starting to see 
what the (Japanese) title Invented Inference is referring 
to. The stage has been set and basic rules presented as 
to what the story wants to do as a “mystery,” and now 
it’s time to start the showdown. They even said in this 
volume that they’re going to present a realistic solution to 
a Supernatural phenomenon, and the plot is proceeding in 
a definitely mystery-type direction. But l will admit that it 
is fairly nonstandard in that they’re going to explain how 
an actual spectre is not a spectre. 


But this sort of premise isn’t so unusual for mystery 
Stories. There are lots of earlier examples, and plenty of 
variations on it, too. You also see it in works categorized as 
fantasy mystery novels, but of all those, the novel | wrote 
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